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Name of Program: Western Ontario Summer School on Global Sustainability Practices in 

Marketing 2025 

How did you learn about the Program and why did you choose to participate? 

I was already familiar with the ISP program before starting my studies at WU. As I men-

tioned in my application, I always knew that I wanted to gain international experience. 

However, since I cannot afford to stay abroad for a long time, I found it particularly ap-

pealing that WU also offers short-term programs with an international focus. This 

program was actually one of the main reasons I decided to study at WU. 

How did participating in the Program help you in terms of your personal / 

pro-fessional / academic development? 

On a personal level, I really enjoyed my stay in Canada. It was my first time traveling 

alone. Although I had traveled many times with my family before, experiencing a trip by 

myself was very different and rewarding. It was also a fun surprise that at Western Uni-

versity we started off like first-year students and even received wristbands that gave us 

access to various events and activities. From a professional perspective, I can now highlight 

in interviews that I have worked on projects with an international team, which is a 

valuable experience. Academically, I appreciated earning 6 ECTS credits for an intensive 

but enjoy-able two-week course. 

What can you tell us about the academic program and the lecturers? What was 

your impression? 

I strongly believe that my positive experience in this program was largely due to the ex-

cellent work of the lecturers from both Western University and WU. They were always 

kind, approachable, and supportive, which made me feel comfortable asking questions 

whenever I needed to. 

Regarding the topics covered in class, what did you take away from the 

program in that aspect? Do you plan to apply any learnings in your personal or 

professional life or in your future studies? 

One of my main goals for this course was to broaden my perspective on sustainability. At 

WU, we only have one course that briefly touches on sustainable business practices, 

which I find insufficient for such an important subject. A key takeaway for me was 

realizing how much we, especially in Vienna, take good infrastructure, like safe cycling 

networks, for granted. In fact, my team project focused on developing a marketing 

strategy to encourage Londoners to use bicycles more often. This topic gave me a lot 

to think about. Beyond sustainability, one of the most useful academic methods I plan 

to continue applying is strategic storytelling, which I found particularly engaging and 

effective. 

How did you like the social and cultural program? Did you have enough opportu-

nities to make new contacts? 



Yes, absolutely. I met many new people, some of whom I still keep in touch with, mainly 

via LinkedIn. With two participants, I even promised to stay connected so they can visit 

me in Vienna one day. I think most opportunities to get to know people better came outside 

of the classroom, whether it was going for lunch with one participant regularly or bonding 

with another during the field trip. 

Please give us a short overview of your expenses for the program (travel, accom-

modation, food, activities...) to help future participants to estimate the financial 

aspect. 

I didn’t track every expense exactly, but overall, prices in Canada appear similar to those 

in Austria. However, because of the currency differences, it sometimes felt like I was saving 

money, which made me spend more. Roughly speaking, without the grant, I would esti-

mate that I spent about €700 extra. 

What was your personal highlight / your favorite memory about this program? 

My personal highlight was definitely the Flo Rida concert. I was lucky enough to always get 

a spot in the front row! Another unforgettable memory was visiting Niagara Falls from the 

Canadian side, which in my opinion is the better side. Both experiences were truly amazing. 

Would you like to share anything else / further statements about the Program? 

I can only repeat what many others say: You have to go abroad at least once during your 

studies. An international experience is not only a professional advantage but, more im-

portantly, an opportunity for personal growth. Thanks to the International Short Programs 

and the possibility of receiving a mobility grant, there is really no excuse not to participate. 

I am also especially grateful to the International Office for awarding me the grant, which 

made this wonderful experience possible in the first place. 


