
   

Experience Report International Short Program  

Name of Program: Porto Sustainable Business Summer School 2025  

  

How did you learn about the Program and why did you choose to participate?  

I came across the program itself via an information email from the International Office. I 

recognized the opportunity to work on my academic success outside of my studies and also 

to gain international experience during my bachelor's degree, so I obtained more 

information about the program and then submitted my application. I should also mention 

that I was particularly interested in the program itself and especially in the location.  

How did participating in the Program help you in terms of your personal / professional / 

academic development?  

The course content provided me with valuable new insights into general sustainability topics 

such as the circular economy concept, with the sustainable finance part particularly 

sparking my interest. The concept of sustainable impact bonds or sustainable equity & debt 

financing was therefore my biggest academic takeaway from the course content. Another 

formative experience was the Alegretto project, in which we had to present a virtually new 

business model with ESG impact under considerable time pressure, which certainly reflects 

an experience that I could potentially encounter in my future professional life. Personally, 

I benefited from a variety of new contacts and friendships, among other things. We also 

had the opportunity to explore Portugal ourselves and, to my delight, organize a group 

surfing course.  

What can you tell us about the academic program and the lecturers? What was your 

impression?  

The course itself was divided into two parts. The first part covered general sustainability 

concepts and current EU regulations, which were then built upon in the second part, where 

the focus was primarily on the implementation of these concepts in the corporate sector 

and their integration into equity and debt financing. The focus was not only on sustainability 

but also on social and governance concepts. These concepts were often discussed in theory 

and then reinforced with practical examples from the corporate world, which I found 

particularly appropriate. As mentioned above, I found the finance part, including the impact 

investing concept, as well as the equity & debt finance part, which was ultimately put into 

practice in the Allegretto, to be particularly valuable. However, I should mention that I had 

high hopes for the company visits and the individual extracurricular lectures during the 

course, which could have been made a little more exciting in this regard.  

  

  

  

 

 

 



 

 

Regarding the topics covered in-class, what did you take away from the program in that 

aspect? Do you plan to apply any learnings in your personal or professional life or in your 

future studies?  

Since a considerable part of the course had already been taught, at least in part, in courses 

at WU, this part merely served to reinforce the concepts, whereas the part that I found 

most interesting, with concepts of impact investing and sustainable equity & debt financing, 

gave me a partly new perspective on the integration of ESG components into financial 

instruments. I can therefore well imagine dealing with the newly discovered concepts in 

my future career, although I am already dealing with some of the basic course concepts in 

the course of my bachelor's thesis and will also implement them in my work.  

  

How did you like the social and cultural program? Did you have enough opportunities to 

make new contacts?  

We had plenty of opportunities to get to know each other, although many of the WU 

students had already met in Portugal before the program started. What helped us establish 

contact with the Portuguese students was the mixed group division, which allowed us to 

quickly connect with the Catolica students. It was a bit disappointing that the planned 

surfing course did not take place, but as a group we managed to organize a surfing course 

together in the end. The other programs, such as the city tour and the river cruise, were a 

pleasant change from the course itself.  

  

Please give us a short overview of your expenses for the program (travel, accommodation, 

food, activities...) to help future participants to estimate the financial aspect.  

Flight: 440 euros  

Accommodation: 900 euros  

Food: 500 euros  

Activities (including weekend in Lisbon): 350 euros  

  

What was your personal highlight / your favorite memory about this program?  

It's hard to say, but the surfing course in Aveiro, the weekend in Lisbon, and the Joga 

Bonito session on the beach with the other Portuguese were particularly memorable for 

me. Otherwise, we also had enough time to enjoy the cuisine and local sights and go out 

a few evenings, which of course also left a positive impression.  

  

Would you like to share anything else / further statements about the Program?   

All in all, it was three exciting and varied weeks and a great experience that benefited me 

both personally and academically.  

 

  


