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Experience Report International Short Program

Name of Program: Buenos Aires Global Marketing Program 2025

How did you learn about the Program and why did you choose to participate?

I wanted to gain international study experience for a long time, but exchange semester
was not the option for me. Then, I saw some Short International Programs posts on WU's
Instagram page. I did some research, and as traveling to South America had always been
a dream of mine, and I was interested in marketing, I decided to apply.

How did participating in the Program help you in terms of your personal / professional /
academic development?

I feel like, during these 3 weeks, I grew as a person more than during my whole life.
Being completely alone in a different continent with a different culture made me step out
of my comfort zone. I encountered many difficulties, misunderstandings, and challenges,
which made me stronger. I realized how much I was capable of. For example, I had to
explain myself to salesman, the owner of the apartment, or taxi drivers with gestures
because, as it turned out, knowing English is not that common in Argentina, and I didn’t
know Spanish. Or I finally learned how to be more open-minded and embrace different
norms, mindsets, and cultural aspects without compromising my true self.

Unexpectedly, from the very beginning I had a sense of belonging, though. Argentinians
are some of the most welcoming and friendly people I've met. They were interested in
getting to know us and helped us to explore the city. Yes, working on the study project,
we had to put in effort to find a common ground. But we were all open to each other’s
ideas, and that’s why our work was a complete success. I realized that you can find your
people wherever you are. I learned that despite differences, we are all similar.

In terms of academics, I enjoyed the course content. We learned a lot about different
countries’ marketing practices and how culture can be a very influencing factor. But most
importantly, through group projects together with our Argentinian colleagues, we
practiced global marketing ourselves.

What can you tell us about the academic program and the lecturers? What was your
impression?

I liked the academic program. It was not pure theory but also practical tasks and even
games. The professors were indeed very knowledgeable and experienced in the field of
marketing. They always gave us examples from their lives of how culture or international
context influenced the business environment. They were also very kind and helpful
whenever we had any difficulties with our case study. I enjoyed our group project, where
we had to come up with a product/service to import to Argentina from Austria or the
other way around. My group chose to import ponchos to Austria. It was indeed a very fun
project!
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Regarding the topics covered in-class, what did you take away from the program in that
aspect? Do you plan to apply any learnings in your personal or professional life or in your
future studies?

I think the program showed how important cultural context is in business, especially
marketing. Language and norms, and local preferences should be taken into consideration
from the very beginning when coming up with a strategy for international practices. As I
always wanted to work in a global company, surely these insights will be very useful for
me.

How did you like the social and cultural program? Did you have enough opportunities to
make new contacts?

The program provided many opportunities to explore Buenos Aires and engage with locals.
For example, during our city tour, we got to see the most important attractions and to hear
about the history of Buenos Aires. Also, the visit to Toyota Manufacturing Factory was
incredible! Before, I had never seen how the cars were produced! I even bought a Toyota
jacket! And the visit to a local Argentinian bar with the professor was really fun! We got to
taste different types of wine produced by the owner of the place. In addition, we organized
many activities ourselves with locals: for example, going to the pool party of our
Argentinian colleague outside of Buenos Aires or a one-day trip to Uruguay. Argentinians
were always willing to meet with us outside the university and have fun together! I made
friends for life!

Please give us a short overview of your expenses for the program (travel, accommodation,
food, activities...) to help future participants to estimate the financial aspect.

The accommodation for 23 days cost 750 euros for two people (I shared the apartment
with the other girl). The flight ticket cost around 1400 euros. Grocery prices were very
comparable to Austrian (I don’t know the exact humber but more than expected). Public
transport is quite cheap: from 0,4 to 0,7 euros one way. Taxis are also affordable: from 5
to 15 euros depending on the distance. The flight to Iguazu cost 165 euros both ways.
Hotel in Iguazu: 46 euros for two nights (sharing room with three others). A lunch at a
café is 15-20 euros. The trip to Uruguay both ways is 80 euros. Coffee with medialunas in
a university cafeteria is 4 euros.

What was your personal highlight / your favorite memory about this program?

Well, there are a lot of incredible memories I could talk about! For example, a trip to Iguazu
Waterfalls was unbelievable! Walking through juggles, I felt like in a movie! Seeing the
huge waterfalls was incredible! But the most fun part was when we decided to go on a boat
tour. We were told that we were going to get a little bit wet but not that we were going
under waterfalls ourselves! It was breathless! But after, I was completely soaked and had
to buy new clothing. When we were finishing the tour, it started raining. It was indeed real
tropical rain. We had to run in the rain to get to the taxi, so the water was even in our
shoes!

Another memory is from the class, where the lecturer organized real debates for a prize of
Argentinian sweets! At the last round we were three teams left, and everybody seemed so
desperate to win! We all ran out of arguments, as practically everything had already been
mentioned! Luckily my group came up with another very silly point, which was nevertheless
counted, and we won!

Would you like to share anything else / further statements about the Program?

I just want to say how grateful I am for this study program! I experienced so much in
these three weeks and can say for sure that I learned a lot! I also appreciate so much
that I met such incredibly talented, smart, and interesting Argentinian people with whom
I hope we will maintain contact for the rest of my life!



