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Experience Report International Short Program

Name of Program: Buenos Aires Global Marketing Program 2026

How did you learn about the Program and why did you choose to participate?

I came to know about the opportunity to participate in an International Short Program
through a coincidence: In March 2025 during a tax law lecture, I got into a conversation
with someone who told me that she has to leave early because of an ISP interview. Hav-
ing been unfamiliar to ISPs before, I immediately got curious and asked her about the
topic. Afterwards, I did some research on my own and looked at the ISPs offered by WU.
As I knew from the beginning of my studies that I would not be able to do an exchange
semester, I was very excited about the opportunity to still gain intercultural experience
during my time at WU through a Short Program, which is why I knew that I would defi-
nitely apply. Never having been in South America before and always wanting to be ex-
posed to different cultures, I found Buenos Aires to be the most interesting of the availa-
ble options. That’s why I chose to wait until October to submit my application instead of
trying to get into one of the ISPs that take place in summer.

How did participating in the Program help you in terms of your personal / professional /
academic development?

When it comes to personal development, the Short Program really helped me step out of
my comfort zone. I had never been away from home for more than two weeks, and if so,
it was always in countries much closer to Austria than Argentina. Spending three weeks
in Argentina (and sharing an apartment with six people who were complete strangers at
first) was therefore incredibly exciting, but also somewhat intimidating in the beginning.
I am proud to say that I handled this new situation very well, quickly forming friendships
and now feeling genuinely sad to have left the country. Experiencing a new culture so
closely and authentically was truly enriching. Being immersed in everyday life allowed me
to see the world from a different perspective and helped me grow personally, as it gave
me a new outlook on many aspects of my own life. Overall, this experience marked an
important step in my personal development. Since I hope to spend parts of my
adulthood abroad, the ISP gave me a valuable first impression of what living in
another country can feel like and strengthened my confidence to embrace future
international experiences.

Professionally, I believe the most important development was the people I met. The friend-
ships I formed during my time in Buenos Aires are not only emotionally meaningful to me,
but also valuable from a professional perspective. Building connections in different parts
of the world (especially in a country where you could imagine your future self living in) can
be highly beneficial in one’s professional life. In addition, the highly interactive nature of
the ISP classes helped me strengthen my ability to speak in front of an audience in English.
While I have never had difficulties giving presentations in German, I sometimes struggled
to maintain the same level of confidence when switching to another language. Through
active participation and frequent discussions, I was able to improve this skill and become
more comfortable expressing my thoughts clearly in English. Furthermore, as mentioned



in the context of my personal development, being exposed to new cultures will also benefit
my future career. I will likely find myself in many situations that require intercultural com-
munication, and having already experienced and navigated cultural differences, I now feel
more confident in my ability to handle such interactions effectively.

What can you tell us about the academic program and the lecturers? What was your im-
pression?

Overall, I think the program was very well designed and the content was presented in an
extremely effective and engaging way. The structure of the academic program was outlined
in the first lecture, which helped me clearly understand what I would be learning over the
following three weeks. The topics themselves were interesting and, most importantly, com-
plemented one another. It was easy to see the connection between consumer behavior,
company responses to these behavioral trends, and broader international marketing strat-
egies. The lectures were usually closely linked, which I greatly appreciated because it made
the overall learning experience coherent and easy to follow.

When it comes to the lecturers, I can confidently say that they all did an excellent job.
They explained the material in a very clear and accessible manner, which was especially
important since some students had no prior background in marketing before participating
in the ISP. At the same time, they managed to offer fresh perspectives and new insights
for those who were already familiar with the subject. I enjoyed listening to Ms. Marckghott,
Ms. Ruckelshausen, and Mr. Almada, as their passion for the topics they presented was
truly noticeable. I also appreciated the real-world examples and insights they shared from
their professional careers, as this demonstrated that the content we were learning is di-
rectly applicable in professional life. Lastly, I would like to emphasize how welcoming and
approachable the lecturers were. From the very beginning, I felt comfortable in class, and
the student-lecturer relationship was warm and respectful, which I found especially valua-
ble.

Regarding the topics covered in-class, what did you take away from the program in that
aspect? Do you plan to apply any learnings in your personal or professional life or in your
future studies?

Having developed a strong interest in consumer behavior and business psychology through
the Decision Sciences specialization at WU, I was already certain that I would apply the
content of the ISP in my professional life. Since I aim to join a marketing consulting firm
before eventually founding my own marketing agency, a solid understanding of consumer
behavior and international marketing strategies is essential. For this reason, the topics
covered throughout the ISP were highly relevant to my career aspirations and will be di-
rectly applicable in my future profession. As already mentioned, learning from professionals
who have actively worked in global marketing is a rare opportunity. Their practical insights
and real-world perspectives significantly enriched my understanding and deepened my
knowledge in these fields. When it comes to my current studies, I will likely not apply these
specific concepts further, as I only have a few unrelated courses remaining before com-
pleting my degree. However, I am confident that I will build upon and apply this knowledge
during my master’s program.
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How did you like the social and cultural program? Did you have enough opportunities to
make new contacts?

I really enjoyed the social and cultural program, especially because it made connecting
with new people much easier while still giving us enough freedom to form relationships
naturally. I particularly appreciated the introduction lunch and the visit to La Fuerza, as
both events created the perfect setting to either build new friendships or strengthen exist-
ing ones. Structured activities have the advantage of bringing people together who might
not otherwise interact. Especially for more introverted participants, these organized meet-
ings provide a comfortable environment to meet new peers. In our cohort, this immediately
led to the formation of friendships and meaningful connections, which greatly enriched the
overall experience.

Please give us a short overview of your expenses for the program (travel, accommodation,
food, activities...) to help future participants to estimate the financial aspect.

Food and daily expenses

Before the trip, I planned a daily budget of roughly €25, knowing that cooking at home
every day would have meant missing out on social activities - something that did not feel
worthwhile to me. I therefore followed a simple “one restaurant meal and one home-
cooked meal per day” rule. Since eating out in Argentina can be quite affordable compared
to Austria (depending on the restaurant, but there are plenty of inexpensive options offer-
ing excellent food), I was able to stay within my budget, with total food expenses adding
up to approximately €500.

It is important to note that I occasionally refrained from buying sweets or drinks in bars.
This was not an issue to me, as I do not drink alcohol and rarely eat sweets, but it should
still be mentioned to provide a realistic overview of expenses. While costs could be reduced
further, (unlike in Vienna) it did not feel worthwhile to skip restaurant visits with the group
in order to cook alone at home and save a small amount of money.

For transportation, I spent roughly €30. We did use Uber quite a lot, as the City is huge,
but since uber is quite cheap in Argentina and we always divided the price by 4 (4 people
per Uber), it did not make a significant impact on my expenses

Accommodation

By sharing an Airbnb with six other people, accommodation costs remained relatively low,
totaling €337 for the full three weeks. Located about a 15-minute walk from the university
and featuring a beautiful garden, the apartment represented excellent value in my opinion.
Naturally, living costs increase if one prefers fewer roommates: colleagues sharing an
apartment with three people paid around €450 each for three weeks, while another col-
league living alone spent roughly €600 for the same period. Hotels are generally more
expensive, which is why I would strongly recommend renting an Airbnb.

Travel
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At approximately €1.100, the flights between Vienna and Buenos Aires were the largest
expense of the program. After comparing prices with fellow students, I found it to be av-
erage. Some students paid less than €900, but their itineraries included very long layovers
(e.g., 18 hours in Sao Paulo).

Activities

In addition to traveling to and from Buenos Aires, I visited Montevideo and Iguazu. Flights
to both destinations cost about €160 each, and the entrance ticket to Iguaz( National Park
was approximately and additional €20. While these trips were relatively expensive for short
visits, I had specifically saved for them, knowing I wanted to use the weekends to explore
beyond Buenos Aires, which I would definitely recommend.

As a football fan, I also wanted to experience Argentina’s passion for the sport firsthand
and attended a River Plate match, paying €90 for the ticket. Apart from these highlights,
there were no major activity expenses, only minor costs that were often covered within
my €25 daily budget (for example, €3 to play basketball).

What was your personal highlight / your favorite memory about this program?

If I had to choose one specific moment from the entire program, it would probably be
visiting the Iguazu waterfalls. Seeing them in person feels almost surreal and is an expe-
rience I will never forget.

However, as cliché as it may sound, the true highlight of the program was the friendships
I formed with both Argentinians and Austrians. I would not have imagined that such strong
bonds could develop in “only” three weeks. I am happy knowing that I will meet my Aus-
trian colleagues again at WU and that I can stay in touch with the Argentinian friends I
made through social media. These friendships are closely intertwined with all the experi-
ences I gained during the program. While the places we visited and the knowledge we
acquired were remarkable, sharing these moments with the people I met is what truly
made them meaningful and unforgettable.

Would you like to share anything else / further statements about the Program?

I think my passion and excitement about the ISP have already been clearly shown by my
answers above. However, I want to use this opportunity to properly thank WU / the inter-
national office to grant me a mobility grant. This International Short Program truly is a
typical “once in a lifetime” experience and I can’t put in words how thankful I am to have
been given the opportunity to be part of it. Thank you!
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