
Visa Advisory Meeting

Welcome to our
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The basics

▪ If you are holding a passport of a member state of the European Union, 
Lichtenstein, Norway, or Switzerland, you do not need a visa. Please 
inform us about this ASAP! 

▪ Your turn! – Appointment already booked?

▪ It’s important to apply for your visa in your home country before you arrive in 
Austria.

▪ Please check if you’re allowed to enter the Schengen Area without a visa with 
your passport. If yes, please check how many visa free days you have (for 
example, US and Canadian citizens can stay in the Schengen Area without a 
visa for 90 days).

https://www.bmi.gv.at/202/Fremdenpolizei_und_Grenzkontrolle/Visumpflichtige_Laender/start.aspx


Are you staying for an 
academic year?

residence permit - student

apply for a residence permit – 
student at an Austrian embassy or 

consulate general

Are you staying for a 
semester and more than your 

visa free days?

visa D

apply for a visa D at a VFS office or 
at the Austrian embassy/consulate 

in your home country

Are you staying for a 
semester and less than your 

visa free days?

We still advise to get a visa D
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Which entry and residence documents do I 
need?



▪ Please register in the European Entry-Exit-System (EES)!

▪ EES collects

▪ Personal data

▪ Travel document

▪ Facial image and/or fingerprints

▪ Long waiting times when entering the Schengen area!

▪ More information
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Travelling to Austria without a visa? 

https://www.bmi.gv.at/202/Fremdenpolizei_und_Grenzkontrolle/Entry_Exit_System/files/EN/Infographic_English_DIGITAL_Version.pdf
https://www.bmi.gv.at/202/Fremdenpolizei_und_Grenzkontrolle/Entry_Exit_System/files/EN/Infographic_English_DIGITAL_Version.pdf
https://www.bmi.gv.at/202/Fremdenpolizei_und_Grenzkontrolle/Entry_Exit_System/files/EN/Infographic_English_DIGITAL_Version.pdf


VFS offices in the US: 

▪ Chicago

▪ Houston

▪ Los Angeles

▪ Miami

▪ New York

▪ San Francisco

▪ Washington DC

                    

VFS offices in Canada: 

▪ Edmonton

▪ Ottawa

▪ Vancouver

All others:

▪ Austrian embassy or consulate in 
your home country
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Where to apply

--> Hand in a complete set of the required documents!
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The Paperwork 

Sort the completed documents in this order:

▪ Completed and signed form for Visa D 

▪ 1 recent color passport picture, sized 3.5 x 4.5 cm for EU, not older than 6 months

▪ Valid passport (valid until at least three months after leaving the Schengen territory; issued within the last 
ten years)

✓ + photocopy of data page of passport (black and white copy)

✓ + photocopies of pages that contain entries and stamps (color copies)

▪ Proof of accommodation in Austria (OEAD contract or tenancy contract) 

▪ Proof of health insurance 

▪ Proof of financial means (e.g. bank statement of past three months displaying name of account holder; 
scholarship;…)

▪ Letter of acceptance

▪ Letter of your home university 

▪ Flight, bus or train reservation

→ Copies of EVERYTHING



Useful advice for filling in the form:

▪ Bordercrossing: the point where you enter the Schengen Area (if you 
have a layover in Paris, then put Paris here)

▪ Schengen Area: EU countries+ Norway, Iceland, Switzerland and 
Liechtenstein (for a list of countries click on the link)

▪ Multiple entries
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The Paperwork (Application form)

https://www.schengenvisainfo.com/schengen-visa-countries-list/
https://www.schengenvisainfo.com/schengen-visa-countries-list/
https://www.bmeia.gv.at/fileadmin/user_upload/Allgemein/Formulare/Antragsformular_Visum_D_NEU.pdf


SEITE 8

The Paperwork (Picture)

Must meet EU photo 
standards



▪ Insurance card is NOT sufficient!

▪ You need an insurance letter containing the following:

▪ Your name

▪ Countries of validity (Europe or worldwide)

▪ Period of validity (must cover the entire visa period)

▪ Minimum coverage sum: USD 50,000 or EUR 30,000 or unlimited

▪ Must be included: 

▪ Guarantee to cover possible recovery and repatriation costs

▪ Recommended insurance: care concept

▪ Can also check other insurance providers: UNIQA, Generali, Wiener Städtische, 
Allianz, Care Concept AG, DONAU-Versicherung
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The Paperwork (Health Insurance)

https://www.care-concept.de/oesterreichversicherung_eng.php?navilang=eng
https://www.care-concept.de/oesterreichversicherung_eng.php?navilang=eng


▪ Bank statement with full transactions for the last 3 months including the 
name, address

▪ Scholarships, letter of grants etc. 

▪ Letter of support from parents (sample attached)

▪ Proof of sufficient financial means (depends on age/accommodation 
expenses ≈ € 4,500- € 6,000 in total)
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The Paperwork (Financial means)

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wu.ac.at%2Ffileadmin%2Fwu%2Fs%2Fio%2FDOWNLOADCENTER%2FIncomings%2FVisa_documents%2F2025_sample_letter_of_sponsorship.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wu.ac.at%2Ffileadmin%2Fwu%2Fs%2Fio%2FDOWNLOADCENTER%2FIncomings%2FVisa_documents%2F2025_sample_letter_of_sponsorship.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wu.ac.at%2Ffileadmin%2Fwu%2Fs%2Fio%2FDOWNLOADCENTER%2FIncomings%2FVisa_documents%2F2025_sample_letter_of_sponsorship.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wu.ac.at%2Ffileadmin%2Fwu%2Fs%2Fio%2FDOWNLOADCENTER%2FIncomings%2FVisa_documents%2F2025_sample_letter_of_sponsorship.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wu.ac.at%2Ffileadmin%2Fwu%2Fs%2Fio%2FDOWNLOADCENTER%2FIncomings%2FVisa_documents%2F2025_sample_letter_of_sponsorship.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wu.ac.at%2Ffileadmin%2Fwu%2Fs%2Fio%2FDOWNLOADCENTER%2FIncomings%2FVisa_documents%2F2025_sample_letter_of_sponsorship.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK


▪ Any questions from your side?

FUSSZEILESEITE 11

Q&A
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