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DIR DIRECTIVE ON PLAGIARISM

1. Purpose

This Directive is intended to provide instructions to supervisors on how to deal with plagiarism

and academic fraud in academic theses (bachelor’s theses, master’s theses, dissertations).

At the same time, this Directive serves as a basis for the information obligation of supervisors
towards the students (cf. 4.1. for more information) as well as towards the officer responsible
for study matters (cf. 4.4. Fig. 1 and 2).

2. Scope

This text is aimed at all faculty members who supervise and grade theses written by students at
WU (hereinafter referred to as “Supervisors”), and it defines procedures to be followed in case

plagiarism or academic fraud is discovered.

This Directive does not apply to plagiarism and academic fraud in courses, where the work in
question is not an academic thesis. These cases are covered by the Directive on the Conduct of

Examinations and Dealing with Cheating and Fraud.

3. Definitions

3.1. Plagiarism

A work is considered to be plagiarized if texts, contents, or ideas produced by someone else are
being passed off as the author’s own work. This is the case especially when parts of texts, theo-
ries, hypotheses, findings, or data are incorporated into a work verbatim or in paraphrased or
translated form without identifying these elements as quotations and referencing the original
sources and authors (§ 51 [2] line 31 of the Universities Act 2002).

If a student reuses material from previously submitted and graded or published texts without

indicating that it is a citation, this is also considered plagiarism (self-plagiarism).

Transferring material verbatim from another language to claim it as one’s own work, i.e. without

quoting the original author, is also considered plagiarism (translated plagiarism).
3.2. Academic Fraud

Students are considered to have committed academic fraud if they use unauthorized aids, if
they pass off texts written by a third party as their own in a written paper or in an exam (ghost-
writing), or if they present fabricated or falsified data or findings (cf. § 51 [2] line 32 of the Uni-
versities Act 2002).
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4. Regulations

4.1. Information obligation

The supervisor has the obligation to inform the student about all necessary requirements of a
thesis and guide the student. Furthermore, the supervisor has to explain plagiarism and other

forms of academic fraud and all legal consequences according to this text to the student.
4.2, Use of plagiarism detection software

All bachelor’s theses, master’s theses, and dissertations are routinely subjected to mandatory
plagiarism detection. The use of plagiarism detection software is intended as a complementary

measure in addition to the Supervisor’s evaluation of the contents and form of student work.

All cases of suspected plagiarism or other types of academic fraud must be investigated and re-
ported to plagiate@wu.ac.at following the procedures specified in subsection 4.3. below.

4.3. How can the severity of plagiarism be determined?

The procedures for dealing with plagiarism depend on the severity of the misconduct. The se-

verity of plagiarism is determined by the Supervisor based on the following aspects:

e The quantity of the plagiarized material in absolute terms and in relation to the volume

of the whole thesis
e Plagiarism of entire arguments and ideas or only individual formulations
e Planned and systematic plagiarism (premeditation) or just careless citation practices
e Concealed plagiarism/translation

e Repeated instances of academic misconduct in the same thesis
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4.4. Which procedures and legal consequences apply?

If the issue in question is deemed an instance of minor plagiarism based on the criteria speci-
fied in subsection 4.3. above, the student shall be given an opportunity to correct the issue

within an appropriate period of time. If the student fails to make the requested corrections, the
thesis shall be given a failing grade and the student shall be required to choose a new topic. In
justified cases the supervisor is entitled to withdraw the supervision without giving the student

an opportunity to correct the issue.

Fig. 1 below illustrates this process:

N
Detection of
MINOR plagiarism
J
N
Student instructed to correct the issue
by the supervisor
J
p
Corrections made No corrections made
.
Y 0
Grade Fail gradc:a and
new topic

(without any further proceedings)

U

Report to plagiate@wu.ac.at
(for purposes of documentation)

Fig. 1
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If the issue in question is deemed an instance of major plagiarism based on the criteria speci-
fied in subsection 4.3. or academic fraud (cf. 3.2.), the thesis shall be given a failing grade
and the student shall be required to choose a new topic. In addition, the supervisor is also enti-
tled to withdraw his or her supervision of the thesis. The facts will be determined in a hearing in
the Study Regulations office. If the student is found to have committed major plagiarism or aca-
demic fraud, the Rector’s Council shall suspend the student from his or her studies at WU for a

period of up to two semesters.

The procedure is illustrated below (Fig. 2):

Detection of
MAJOR plagiarism
or
academic fraud

U

Report to plagiate@wu.ac.at

including a detailed description of the case and an assessment of the severity
of the infraction based on the criteria specified in subsection 4.3.

U

Hearing in the Study Regulations office

The student is summoned to appear,
the facts of the case are established, and testimony is
given by the thesis supervisor

2 1

Accusations on a major plagiarism or Assessment of evidence results in
academic fraud are refuted major plagiarism or academic fraud

2 %

“Fail” grade
+ new topic
possibly withdrawal of supervision

Proceedings Minor plagiarism with
are dropped option to withdraw the

supervision (Fig. 1)

suspension of studies for a max.
period of 2 semesters

[ Notification by Rector’s Council of

Fig. 2
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4.5. What happens during the hearing?

[ Hearing is scheduled with the witness

U

[ Summons is sent to the student

U

[ Hearing ] |:> e The Study Regulations office is in
charge of the hearing

e The facts of the case are established

e The witness presents evidence (e.g.
the corrected thesis) and answers
questions about the evidence

e The student can pose questions to
the witness

Fig. 3

4.6. What are the steps to be taken when a case of plagiarism is de-
tected after the evaluation?

If plagiarism or academic fraud is detected after the work has already been graded, a report
must be made to the officer responsible for study matters (plagiate@wu.ac.at). The grade for
the work may be declared invalid (§ 73 [1] line 2 Universities Act 2002).

If a student’s academic degree is found to have been attained fraudulently after graduation be-
cause it was based on a plagiarized or on a wholly or in part ghostwritten work, the degree shall
be revoked by the Vice-Rector for Academic Programs and Student Affairs (§ 89 Universities Act
2002).

4.7. Are there any legal consequences beyond the study regulations?

Copyright infringements can lead to consequences under civil law (authors are entitled to claim

injunctive relief, removal of the infringing material, and compensation).

Having work written wholly or in part by a third party can also lead to consequences under

criminal law.
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5. Invalidation of Previous Regulations

This directive shall replace the “Directive on plagiarism and academic fraud and the resulting le-
gal consequences issued by the Vice-Rector, Academic Programs and Student Affairs,” German
version published in WU Bulletin no. 2 dated October 12, 2016.

6. Legal Basis

8§ 19 (2a) of the Universities Act 2002:

The statute may in particular contain provisions concerning measures taken in cases of plagia-
rism or other forms of academic dishonesty in written term papers and exams, bachelor's pa-
pers, as well as academic theses and artistic submissions. In addition, the rectorate may decide,
by official notification, on a suspension from the studies for up to two semesters in cases of se-
vere and deliberate plagiarism or severe and deliberate forms of academic dishonesty in theses
(bachelor's papers, as well as academic theses and artistic submissions).

§ 34a (1) to (3) of the By-Laws of WU:

(1) Plagiarism and academic fraud in relation to written seminar papers and examinations,
bachelor’s and master’s theses, and dissertations must be reported to the Vice-Rector for Aca-

demic Programs and Student Affairs.

(2) In the case of plagiarism and academic fraud in relation to bachelor’s and master’s theses
and dissertations before a thesis or dissertation is graded, the supervisor is entitled to resign

from supervision.

(3) In the case of severe and intentional plagiarism or severe and intentional academic fraud in
relation to theses pursuant to (2), the thesis is to be graded “fail.” The Rector’s Council can ex-
clude, by official notification, the student concerned from studying for a maximum of two se-

mesters.
§ 51 (2) of the Universities Act 2002:

31. A work is considered to be plagiarized if texts, contents, or ideas produced by someone else
are being passed off as the author’s own work. This is the case especially when parts of texts,

theories, hypotheses, findings, or data are incorporated into a work verbatim or in paraphrased
or translated form without identifying these elements as quotations and referencing the original

sources and authors.

32. Students are considered to have committed academic fraud or fraudulent artistic work if
they use unauthorized aids, if they pass off works made by a third party as their own in a writ-
ten paper or in an exam (ghostwriting) or in the production of an artistic work, or if they pre-
sent fabricated or falsified data or findings.
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8 73 (1) line 2 of the Universities Act 2002:

The officer responsible for study matters has to annul, by official notification, the result of an
examination or thesis if such result was obtained by fraudulent means, in particular by the use

of unauthorised aids.
§ 89 of the Universities Act 2002:

The officer responsible for study matters shall revoke and recall the notification of award if it
subsequently transpires that a title has been obtained by fraudulent means, in particular the use

of counterfeit certificates or by fraudulent academic or artistic work.

for Academic Programs and Student Affairs / Littich, Edith
Vice-Rector
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7. Document Details

All fields marked with an asterisk (*) are required.

Short titlel*

Long title

File name?*

Replaces

Title of German version

Version (humber, date)*

Responsible for content*

Contact for content-related
questions and practical im-
plementation

Communication*
(multiple selection is possi-
ble)

Publication in the WU Bulle-
tin (Mitteilungsblatt)

First publication
(optional)

Valid as of*
Valid until*
Approved by

Further information*

1 Examples of short/long titles:

DIR Directive on Plagiarism

Directive on Plagiarism and Other Types of Academic Fraud
in Academic Theses

DIR_Plagiarism_Marz_2019.docx

Directive on plagiarism and academic fraud and the result-
ing legal consequences issued by the Vice-Rector, Academic
Programs and Student Affairs, German version published in
WU Bulletin no. 2 dated October 12, 2016

RL Plagiatsrichtlinie, [link]

2019-1.0, dated February 19, 2019

Vice-Rector for Academic Programs and Student Affairs /
Littich, Edith

Study Regulations / Gnadlinger, Lukas

Study Regulations / Gnadlinger, Lukas

X email 0 WU Bulletin

WU regulations database

In German; WU Bulletin Academic year 2018/18, issue 22,
[no.], dated 27.02.2019

In German; WU Bulletin Academic year 2016/17, issue 2,
no. 07, dated 12.10.2016

March 1, 2019

February 29, 2024

Vice-Rector for Academic Programs and Student Affairs /
Littich, Edith on February 19, 2019

Plagiarism, cheating, thesis, bachelor’s thesis, master’s the-
sis, dissertation, ghostwriting, fabrication, academic fraud

= Short title = category and keyword, e.g. WUPOL Software
= Long title or subtitle = designation provided by the organizational unit, e.g. “Regulation on the use of WU Software”
2 No more than 60 characters; do not use any diacritics, special characters, and spaces
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