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Course title: Globalisation and Multi-Level Policy I 

Course credit: ECTS: 5 Hours per week: 2 

Semester ☐ S1 ☒ S2 ☐ S3 ☐ S4 

Expected prior 
knowledge 

☐ Yes ☒ No 

Teaching 
method(s): 

Readings and in-depth discussion (small groups and full class) of relevant 
theories and concepts; analysis of empirical cases; feedback on study 
reports 

Type(s) of 
evaluation: 

☐ Exam ☒ Written report 

☒ Participation / Presentation ☐ Group project 

Other 
i. 2 study reports (60 points – 30 points each) 

ii. 6 in-class quizzes (12 points – 2 point each) 
iii. 1 non-academic text on public lecture by Isabella 

Weber on “Economics in a Global Perspective” (12 
points) 

iv. 1 group formation and topic selection assignment (6 
points) 

v. 1 reflection paper (10 points) 
vi. 1 preliminary exposé of research group (5 bonus 

points) 

Short course 
description 

GMLP I is about dynamics of socioeconomic development, with a focus on 
multi-level governance, space and power.  

After completion of the class, students have obtained an overview of multi-
level policy mechanisms, including urban, regional, European and global 
governance and institutions. They are capacitated to mobilize multiple 
(interdisciplinary) perspectives, concepts and theories to understand 
contemporary global policy challenges.  

GMLP I is based on:  

    - Lectures and readings to explain and clarify key concepts of the 
concentration area (especially multi-level governance, trade policy, 
globalization, and power).  

   - Selected cases to illustrate e.g. the structural dynamics, which shape 
current policymaking, the role of law in global economic governance and 
challenges of urban governance for sustainability.  

   - Study reports to accompany students’ reading assignments and to 
develop their reading and writing skills. 

Topics (summary 
keywords) 

Multi-level governance; uneven development; power; globalization; 
democracy, urban governance, socio-ecological transformation, 
sustainability transitions, trade and environment, normative trade power 
EU 

Selected readings: Allain-Dupré, D. (2020). The multi-level governance imperative. The 
British Journal of Politics and International Relations, 22(4), 800-808. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/1369148120937984  

Bärnthaler, R., Novy, A. & Plank, L. (2021). The Foundational Economy as 
a Cornerstone for a Social–Ecological Transformation. Sustainability, 
13(18), 10460. https://doi.org/10.3390/su131810460  

https://doi.org/10.1177/1369148120937984
https://doi.org/10.3390/su131810460
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