SEEP COURSE DESCRIPTION

Course title: | Social Ecological Economics |
Course credit: | ECTS: 5 Hours per week: 2
Semester O S1 S2 O S3 O S4
Expected prior | [] Yes No
knowledge
Teaching | Reading sessions, lectures, group work, student-led debates, film nights
method(s):
Type(s) of O Exam Written report
evaluation:
Participation / Presentation Group project
Other

Short course
description

This course is designed for SEEP students interested in exploring
heterodox economic approaches to social-ecological crises, focusing on
core theoretical concepts developed within ecological economics and their
relation to other heterodox economic fields and related disciplines such as
eco-feminism, political ecology, and environmental ethics. It draws
connections to the underlying philosophies, including ontological and
epistemological aspects, behind these ideas. The course centres around
readings, with students strongly encouraged to prepare at least two core
readings for each class. Additionally, there are two mandatory film nights
featuring films related to the course content, followed by open-format
discussion sessions. Assessment consists of four parts: students form
groups to present a core thinker of ecological economics in session two;
submit short reflection essays on core readings for two sessions of their
choice; participate in a student-led debate at the course’s conclusion; and
complete a final essay that deepens and applies a specific course topic
individually or in pairs. After completing the course, students should be
able to introduce social ecological economics as a heterodox economic
approach, understand the interrelated processes of social, ecological, and
economic transformation, have insight into the structural aspects of the
economy that challenge conventional solutions to ecological crises, and
recognize key theoretical and political issues related to social ecological
economics.

Topics (summary
keywords)

Ecological economics, biophysical reality, (limits to) growth, (eco-)
feminism, financialization of nature, social-ecological transformation
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