
SEEP COURSE DESCRIPTION 

2026 

 

Course title: Quantitative and Qualitative Methods I  

Course credit: ECTS: 10 Hours per week: 4 

Semester ☐ S1 x S2 ☐ S3 ☐ S4 

Expected prior 
knowledge 

 ☒ No 

Teaching 
method(s): 

Lectures, exercises 

Type(s) of 
evaluation: 

x Exam X Written report 

X Participation / Presentation X Group project 

Other Home assignments 

Short course 
description 

This general introduction to qualitative and quantitative research methods 
will provide information about 1) methodological underpinnings of research 
methods 2) different forms of methods 3) use of statistical software 4) 
application to test data and finally about 5) critical reflection on quantitative 
and qualitative approaches.  

Topics of the quantitative part: working with STATA, statistical 
inference, OLS regression 

STATA is both a very powerful statistical package and in wide use by 
academics and researchers in a variety of subjects, including economics. 
It is relatively easy to use and learn and especially recommended if you 
have little statistical knowledge and no programming knowledge at all. 

Topics of the qualitative part: The students' own qualitative research 
work in small groups (2 to 4 students) will be based on a published article 
whose findings are based on empirical qualitative methods. Groups will 
conduct additional qualitative data collection using methods such as 
expert interviews, focus groups and multiple-person interviews. During the 
analysis stage, students will learn to reflect on the original published 
article and their own approach (e.g. using MAXQDA software).  

The focus of this semester is on building foundational knowledge for 
further applied study in Quantitative and Qualitative Methods II in the 
winter term. 

Topics (summary 
keywords) 

Statistical inference, OLS regression, interviews, qualitative data 
collection, qualitative analysis 

Selected readings: 
• Kohler, U. & Kreuter, F. (2012). Data analysis using Stata (3. ed.). 

College Station, Tex.: Stata Press. 

• Ritchie, J. & Lewis, J. (2012). Qualitative Strategies. A Guide for 

Social Science Students and Researchers, London, Los Angeles, 

New Delhi, Singapore, Washington DC, Sage. 

 

 


