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Course title: The Political Economy of Inequalities II 

Course credit: ECTS: 10 Hours per week:4 

Semester ☐ S1 ☐ S2 ► S3 ☐ S4 

Expected prior 
knowledge 

► Yes: This course bases on 

course The Political Economy of 
Inequalities I 

 

Teaching 
method(s): 

Lectures, Discussions, Independent Readings, Project Group Coaching 

Type(s) of 
evaluation: 

☐ Exam ► Written report 

► Participation / Presentation ► Group project 

Other  

Short course 
description 

This course is an applied research course that builds on the insights of 
“Political Economy of Inequalities I” (PEI-I) of the previous semester. The 
students work in groups on a research topic of their interest relating to 
inequalities and develop an output closely matching the standards of a 
research paper. The students, guided by their lecturers, learn first-hand 
how to develop research questions related to a topic of interest, carry out 
a comprehensive literature review resulting in a robust theoretical 
framework, develop an appropriate research design, apply suitable 
methodologies, collect data and analyse them to translate their knowledge 
from PEI I into an applied research project. 

At the end of the course, students have learned how to carry out a 
research project related to researchable topic on inequality on their own, 
from the identification of a suitable and relevant research topic to writing a 
research paper. Furthermore, students learn to communicate their results 
in form of a “tik-tok” video.  

This concentration area forms the second part of a two-semester course. 

Topics (summary 
keywords) 

 Political economy of inequalities; research design; empirical analysis; 
Academic writing, Research paper; Research communication. 

Selected readings: While the specific readings will depend on the topics selected by the 
students, an understanding of the topics covered in the following literature 
on inequality is expected: 

Atkinson, A. (2015). Inequality. What can be done? Harvard University 
Press. 

Danny Dorling has a number of books on inequality, the top 1% and the 
need to curb it. He is interesting because he combines demographic, 
health, economic, social, housing, power, environmental inequalities. 

http://www.dannydorling.org/ 

Hacker, J.S. and Pierson, P. (2020) Let them Eat Tweets 

Loba, L.M. and Hooks, G. (2025) Rethinking Spatial Inequality. Edward 
Elgar. Liveright.  

Patel, R., & Moore, J. W. (2017). A history of the world in seven cheap 
things: A guide to capitalism, nature, and the future of the planet. Univ of 
California Press 

http://www.dannydorling.org/
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Piketty, T. (2019). Capital and Ideology. Harvard University Press.. 

Rai, S. (2024). Depletion: The human costs of caring. Oxford University 
Press. 

Sayer, A. (2023) Why We Can’t Afford the Rich. Bristol University Press.  

Stiglitz, J. (2025) The Origins of Inequality. Oxford University Press.  

Turabian, K. (2018) A manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, 
and Dissertations. University of Chicago Press.  

Weber, I. (2026) Anti-Fascist Economics. Penguin Random House. 

World inequality Lab: Home - EN - World Inequality Lab 

 

https://inequalitylab.world/en/

