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Course title: The Political Economy of Inequalities I 

Course credit: ECTS:5  Hours per week:2 

Semester ☐ S1 ► S2 ☐ S3 ☐ S4 

Expected prior 
knowledge 

☐ Yes ► No 

Teaching 
method(s): 

Lectures; Seminar Discussions; Independent Reading; 

Type(s) of 
evaluation: 

☐ Exam ► Written report 

► Participation / Presentation ► Group project 

Other  

Short course 
description 

This concentration area (PEI-I) offers an introduction to contemporary 
debates on the nature and role of inequality for social and political 
cohesion, as well as economic and social sustainability with both regional 
and global foci.  

In the first part of the semester, the course will delve into introduction on 
earning inequality. First, the focus would be on income inequality among 
individuals and households (vertical inequality), followed by considerations 
of inequalities between different social groups on the lines of gender, 
ethnic backgrounds, territories, and neighbourhood (horizontal inequality) 
as well as other non-monetary forms of inequality grounded in discussions 
of power relations and decisive roles of institutions such as media. The 
second part of the course zooms out to understand structural and 
systemic causes of inequalities, with a strong focus on Global South. This 
part examines the intersections of colonialism, gender, ecology, and 
economics in contributing to sustaining global inequalities within what is 
called a “colonial global economy”. The topics covered here include (but 
not limited to) intersectionality, climate justice and climate coloniality, and 
global care chains.  

At the end of the course, you should have a good understanding of the 
standard economic explanations of rising inequality, realize the 
importance of moving beyond individuals to social groups, appreciate the 
need for alternative economic and other social science approaches to 
make this transition from individuals to groups, and link rising inequality to 
historical (and ongoing) structural deprivations.  

This concentration area forms the first part of a two-semester course. 

Topics (summary 
keywords) 

Causes of Inequality; Consequences of Inequality; Vertical versus 
Horizontal Inequality; Social stratification; Gender, Race, and Class; 
Colonialism and (neo-)colonialism; Environmental and Climate Justice; 
Global Care Inequalities 

Selected readings: There will be two to three papers for each topic students are expected to 
read prior to the seminars. 

General literature on inequality: 

Atkinson, A. (2015). Inequality. What can be done? Harvard University 
Press. 

Milanovic, B. (2016). Global Inequality. A New Approach for the Age of 

Globalization. Harvard University Press. 
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Piketty, T. (2019). Capital and Ideology. Harvard University Press. 

Stiglitz, J. (2012) The Price of Inequality. Norton. 

Wilkinson, R. and K. Pickett (2009) The Spirit Level 

Danny Dorling has a number of books on inequality, the top 1% and the 
need to curb it. He is interesting because he combines demographic, 
health, economic, social, housing, power, environmental inequalities. 

http://www.dannydorling.org/ 

Patel, R., & Moore, J. W. (2017). A history of the world in seven cheap 
things: A guide to capitalism, nature, and the future of the planet. Univ of 
California Press. 

Rai, S. (2024). Depletion: The human costs of caring. Oxford University 
Press.  

 

http://www.dannydorling.org/

