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Course title: Bridging Course: Social Sciences 

Course credit: ECTS: not for credit Hours per week: 22.5 

Semester x S1 ☐ S2 ☐ S3 ☐ S4 

Expected prior 
knowledge 

 ☒ No 

Teaching 
method(s): 

Teacher’s input, small ad-hoc exercises, and discussions in class 

Type(s) of 
evaluation: 

☐ Exam ☐ Written report 

x Participation / Presentation ☐ Group project 

Other  

Short course 
description 

This bridging course gives an introduction into the pluralistic world of the 
social sciences, in which many different approaches and terminologies 
coexist and compete. It takes up fundamental questions of doing social 
science, discusses the strengths and weaknesses of different research 
paradigms, and illustrates their relevance to studying matters of political 
economy and the environment. By attending this course, students old and 
new in the social sciences will gain orientation in a heterogeneous field, in 
which no single approach can claim ultimate authority. They will learn to 
recognize, compare, criticize and apply different perspectives, which 
complement each other in understanding complex social phenomena. 

Topics (summary 
keywords) 

Scientific thinking: Philosophy and sociology of science foundations 

Three cultures of science (natural science, social science, humanities), 
genealogy of modern social science, different paradigms of social 
research, role of values in science, scientific vs non-scientific knowledge 

History of ideas: Key economic and political concepts and debates 

Liberal traditions in economic and political thought, invisible-hand 
explanations and justifications, relations of markets and morality, public- 
private divide, ideals of citizenship, concept and generations of rights 

Re(dis)covering nature: Foundations of social and political ecology 

Concepts of nature in the social sciences, relevant dichotomies (nature vs 
culture, nature vs nurture, sex vs gender), social constructedness of 
nature, societal metabolism, social provisioning, valuing/pricing nature 

Social science theories: Classifying and comparing approaches 

Pluralism of paradigms and perspectives, fundamental distinctions (e.g., 
structure vs agency, subjective vs objective), applying different 
perspectives to the same phenomenon, such as consumption, migration 

Political economy: Interactions of the state, law, and the economy 

Institutions and organisations, approaches to political analysis, politics and 
the political, neoliberalism and populism, capitalism and democracy, 
institutions and varieties of capitalism, law as a brake and accelerator  

Selected readings: No prior readings, teaching inputs will be shared 

 


