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The Institute for Austri-

an and International Tax 

Law is one of the global 

leading tax academic 

institutions active in the 

field of international 

taxation. It engages in 

research and teaching, 

its staff participates in numerous national and international tax projects and over 

the years has developed an impressive network of contacts in more than 90 coun-

tries. The Institute’s team comprises 60 academic staff members as well as many 

visiting professors and guest researchers from more than 40 countries. 

The Institute 

The WU GTPC is an integral part of the Institute for Austrian and International Tax 

Law. Following its inception in 2012, the WU GTPC, headed up by Prof. Jeffrey Ow-

ens, has become one of the leading think tanks on the interface between tax poli-

cy, tax administration and tax law in today’s global economy. All the WU GTPC 

events bring together tax policymakers, tax administrators, tax practitioners as 

well as researchers from around the globe. The Center provides a forum for dis-

cussions on tax policy formulation and implementation, drawing upon the experi-

ences of developed and developing countries and economies in transition. 

The last two decades have seen an unprecedented integration of national econo-

mies, the emergence of new players and the growth of global corporations. These 

forces of globalization have an impact on all aspects of economic life. Tax has not 

been immune to these pressures and it has become increasingly challenging to 

operate national tax systems in a borderless world. Politicians, the press and citi-

zens have engaged in an intense debate on whether multinational enterprises 

(MNEs) are paying their fair share of tax and on how to reconcile the need to raise 

revenues with the need to promote growth and reduce inequalities. 

 

The 2030 sustainable development goals have placed a new focus on how devel-

oping countries can increase their tax take by diversifying their tax base and im-

proving compliance and how they can be better integrated into the international 

tax debate so that any rules that emerge reflect their unique circumstances. 

 

These are the issues which are at the center of the WU GTPC agenda. This bro-

chure describes briefly the main WU GTPC programs. 

The WU Global Tax Policy Center 

(WU GTPC) 
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This project identifies links between corruption, money laundering and tax crimes 

in Africa. It promotes the concepts of good tax governance and the importance to 

economic development of a tax system that is transparent and free of corruption. 

It explores how law enforcement agencies and tax authorities can best cooperate 

to counter corruption and bribery. This is a joint initiative with the United Nations 

Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and is also supported by the World Bank. 

Tax and Good Governance 

“Illicit outflows from Africa have for far too 
long deprived governments of the revenues 
needed to achieve sustainable development. 
This project will help stem this outflow and 
at the same time provide a level playing 
field for all companies that operate in Afri-
ca.”  
 
—Rick McDonell, Co-Director, Tax & Good Gover-
nance Project — 

Tax and Technology 
The inexorable march of technological advancements and rapid evolutions in busi-

ness models across entire industries, both in the digital and the “digitized” econo-

my, are challenging the traditional norms of international taxation as never before. 

Blockchain technology, Fintech, Cloud Computing, Artificial Intelligence, Robotics, 

the Internet of Things, and Industry 4.0, among others, are disrupting traditional 

modes of operations, processes and global value chains, and pushing the existing 

boundaries of taxation. Yet at the same time, these technologies open up opportu-

nities to transform the way that tax administrators operate and interact with tax-

payers. 

 

This project brings together all of the major stakeholders to build a shared aware-

ness of tax technology capabilities to meet some of the information reporting re-

quirements. 

Illicit Financial Flows Conference, Pretoria, 14-15 July 2016 
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Blockchain is a potentially transformational technology 

that could have as much impact as the arrival of the 

Internet in the 1990s. The ability to create a transpar-

ent and immutable record of transactions between 

parties that may not fully trust one another has obvi-

ous application for finance and financial regulation. 

Add to that the ability to automate transactions them-

selves through ‘smart contracts’ and you have a reci-

pe for slashing transactional costs and reducing the 

need for traditional intermediaries. 

 

In March 2017, WU GTPC took an important first step in a pioneering initiative of 

bringing together tax officials with industry experts, IT solutions developers, repre-

sentatives of the business and academic community in order to engage the tax 

policy makers and administrators in a discussion at a time when technology itself is 

at its developing stage.  

The second meeting in Singapore explored  how  both  businesses  and  tax  ad-

ministrations  are  reacting  to  and managing  the  disruptive  effect  of  new  and  

emerging  business  models  and  technology in  Asia, the taxation of the digital 

economy in the post-BEPS world, including indirect taxes on digital services, as 

well  as  the  use  of  new  technology  to  transform  tax  administration. 

The following areas for the application of Blockchain, Robotics and AI were identi-

fied as particularly promising: payroll and VAT, customs, transfer pricing, and 

property taxes, which could all yield benefits from increased transparency and 

compliance and/or reduction of transaction costs through smart contracts. The WU, 

the National University of Singapore (NUS), Xiamen University, Exeter university, 

Singapore University of Social Science, and NYU have now launched a multi-year 

program which will bring together under the “Digital Economy Taxation (DET)” 

Forum  the different stakeholders to undertake policy relevant research, provide a 

neutral forum for dialogue between business and government, and feed into the 

outcomes to the internation-

al dialogue at the UN, WB, 

WCO and the EU. 

Tax and Technology (cont’d) 
BLOCKCHAIN: A TOOL TO TRANSFORM TAX ADMINISTRATION 

"Digital Economy Symposium: 

Reimagining Taxation in the 

Age of Disruption", Singapore, 

15-16 August 2017 
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Country-by-Country Reporting (CbCR) has been the focus of the project over the 

past year. CbCR will increase the exchange of information between tax admin-

istrations. The project has successfully concluded a series of meetings and inter-

actions between key stakeholders from around the world, and has achieved con-

sensus from key regional players about the potential opportunities that technolo-

gy creates to secure  CbyC information and to enable non-OECD countries to ef-

fectively use such information. A number of pilot studies are currently underway. 

It is carried out in close cooperation with the World Bank and regional tax organi-

zations, especially CATA and CIAT. 

Cooperative Compliance 

 

The Cooperative Compliance project examines the legal, admin-

istrative and political constraints in getting more countries to 

adopt a relationship between tax administrations and MNEs, which is based on 

trust, openness and constructive dialogue. It examines why this is the case and 

how some countries have managed to overcome these constraints and what can 

be learned from their experience. Particular attention is being paid to less-

developed countries and how they could benefit from a cooperative compliance 

approach, including how to deal with BEPS-related issues. 

The research is supported by a number of pilot  studies in Africa and Asia. This 

project brings together groups of researchers from all over the world, and in-

cludes governments, MNEs and representatives from International Organisations. 

“Cooperative compliance is the only future for tax administrations!”  
 

— Jonathan Leigh-Pemberton, Project Co-Director — 

Cooperative Compliance, 2nd High Level Conference, Vienna, 14-15 April 2016 

 

COUNTRY-BY-COUNTRY REPORTING (CBCR) 
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Vienna Multi-Stakeholder Group on 

Improving Cross-border Dispute Reso-

lution 

The international community is at a crucial stage in the debate 

on how to resolve cross-border disputes, with the EU, OECD and 

UN all putting forward new approaches to achieve more princi-

pled and faster outcomes which would go some way towards 

aligning tax dispute resolution procedures with best practices in other areas. As we 

move through the transitional period of BEPS implementation, the potential for 

cross-border tax disputes will increase, both in developed and developing countries, 

and therefore there will be more pressure on existing disputes mechanisms, espe-

cially MAP. In this context, the WU GTPC launched a three-year project which con-

ceptualizes a comprehensive legal framework to rethink the way cross-border tax 

disputes are resolved.  

 

The project brings together contributions from leading academics, private sector 

experts, practitioners, and policymakers from organizations such as the OECD, UN, 

World Bank, the Commission on Taxation of the International Chamber of Com-

merce, and European Commission to generate new approaches to tax dispute reso-

lution through high quality, cutting-edge research that addresses the conceptual 

and practical concerns of non-OECD countries and fosters an environment based on 

trust and cooperation, and also explore a new institutional approach to mandatory 

dispute settlement.  

“Minimizing and resolving cross-border tax disputes must be 
a priority in a post-BEPS world.”  

— Jeffery Owens, Director, GTPC— 

Prof. Michael Lang giving welcome remarks at the 4th meeting of Vienna Multi-Stakeholder Group on 

Improving Cross-Border Dispute Resolution, Vienna, 8-9 May 2017 
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China Forum: Removing Tax Barriers 

to the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) 

This project looks at how China will need to adapt its approach to international 

taxation to take account of its growing outward investment, the need for Chinese 

MNEs to get a better understanding of their compliance obligations when they 

operate in developing countries, and how China goes about implementing the 

BEPS recommendations. As part of the WU China program, in March 2017 a pro-

ject was launched to analyse how to avoid that tax becomes a barrier to achieve 

the full potential of this belt and road initiative.  

 

The new BRI Forum will work with leading Chinese and foreign academic institu-

tions, seek the view of business on solutions to avoid cross-border tax disputes 

along the BRI, and work with the governments along the route. It would also 

meet on an annual basis in different countries on the route, hold technical work-

shops on specific issues, publish discussion papers and feed into the policy debate 

in the relevant countries. 

Conference on “Emerging Challenges to China’s International Tax Arrangements”, Vienna, 10-11 May 2017 

Conference on “Removing Tax Barriers to the Belt and Road”, Beijing, 12-13 June 2017 
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Fireside Chats (FSC)  is a series of informal 

discussions launched in 2012, involving a 90-

minute debate between the Center's Director, 

Jeffrey Owens, and leading tax personalities 

to discuss issues which are currently preoccu-

pying governments, business and civil socie-

ty, enabling a wide audience to participate in 

these policy debates. 

 

 

The latest FSC took place in March 2017 where Bob Stack, the former Deputy 

Assistant Secretary for International Tax Affairs at the US Department of the 

Treasury, who led the BEPS project, engaged in a frank and open discussion with 

Jeffrey Owens. 

Fireside Chats 

The extractive industries (oil, gas & mining) play a critical role in the develop-

ment of a country’s natural resources, which can bring significant benefits to the 

host country and potential opportunities or risks for the extractive industry com-

pany. There has been considerable research on the subject of international tax 

issues related to the extractives industry.  

 

The WU GTPC seeks to make a real contribution to this debate by means of  its 

“Tax and the Extractives” project, which is led by Jeffrey Owens, Alexander Rust, 

and Chris Sanger. The main goal of this project is to support the UN’s work in this 

area with the Institute’s expertise in this field. It involves the preparation of 

working papers on the topic, and participation in the work of the Subcommittee 

on Extractive Industries Taxation Issues for Developing Countries.  

Tax and the Extractives 

The team members at the WU Global Tax 

Policy Center (WU GTPC), June 2017 
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2017 EVENTS* 
March 15 – 16 

Tax & Blockchain Technology & Country by Coun-

try Reporting 

Vienna, Conference and the 4th  Seminar 

April 10 – 13 
Eurasian Fiscal Academy 

Vienna, Transfer Pricing Training Course 

April 26 – 28 
Tax and Good Governance: Africa 

Abuja, Conference and Training Workshop 

May 08 – 09 

Vienna Multi-Stakeholder Group on Improving 

Cross-Border Dispute Resolution 

Vienna, the 4th Conference 

May 10 - 11 

Emerging Challenges to China's International 

Tax Arrangements 

Vienna, Conference 

June 12 – 13 

Removing Tax Barriers to the Belt and Road Initi-

ative 

Beijing, Conference 

July  10 – 11 
Cooperative Compliance 

Accra, Workshop 

July 12 – 14 
Tax and Good Governance: Africa 

Accra, International Conference & Workshop 

August 15 – 16 
Tax and Blockchain Technology 

Singapore, Digital Economy Symposium 

October 2 
Tax and Good Governance: Africa 

Vienna, Researchers’ Meeting 

December 18 – 19  
Tax and Blockchain Technology 

Vienna, Meeting 

*Please refer to our website for the most current dates:  

https://www.wu.ac.at/taxlaw/institute/gtpc/events-and-activities/  

https://www.wu.ac.at/taxlaw/institute/gtpc/events-and-activities/
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2018 Events* 

January 22 – 24 

Vienna Multi-Stakeholder Group on Improving 

Cross-Border Dispute Resolution 

Mexico City, Mexico 

February 06 

The role and design of tax treaties in an inte-

grated global economy  

Vienna, Seminar 

February 07 

Fire Side Chat with Jeffrey Owens (Guest 

speaker: William Morris) 

Mexico City, Mexico 

February 21– 23 
Tax and Good Governance: Africa 

Vienna, 2nd High Level conference 

March 15 – 16 (TBC) 
Tax and Blockchain Technology 

Vienna, Meeting 

May 22 
Tax and Blockchain Technology 

New York, Meeting 

July 04 – 05 

1st Meeting of the Chinese research institute / 

WU on emerging tax issues in China 

Vienna, Meeting 

July 09 – 10 

Vienna Multi-Stakeholder Group on Improving 

Cross-Border Dispute Resolution 

Vienna, the 5th Conference 

July (TBC) 
Digital Taxation Transformation 

Singapore, Meeting 

September  (TBC) 
Tax and Blockchain Technology 

China, Seminar 

October 21 – 25  
Eurasian Fiscal Academy 

Vienna, Transfer Pricing Training Course 

November 07 – 08 

(TBC) 

Tax and Good Governance: Africa 

Vienna, Workshop 

December 17 – 18  
Tax Certainty 

Vienna, Conference 
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2019 Events* 

March 05 – 06 

Vienna Multi-Stakeholder Group on Improving 

Cross-Border Dispute Resolution 

Vienna, the 7th Conference 

March 06 – 08 
Tax and Good Governance: Africa 

Vienna, 3rd High Level conference 

April 04 – 05 
Tax and Blockchain Technology Meeting 

Vienna, Meeting 

June 13 – 14 
WU / China Meeting 

Beijing, Meeting 

June 24 - 25 
Cooperative Compliance 

Vienna, Workshop 

October 10 - 11 

Vienna Multi-Stakeholder Group on Improving 

Cross-Border Dispute Resolution 

Vienna, the 8th Conference 

October 07 - 11 
Eurasian Fiscal Academy 

Vienna, Transfer Pricing Training Course 

November 07 – 09 

(TBC) 

Tax and Good Governance: Africa 

Vienna, Workshop 

December 16 – 17 
Tax Policy and Administration in a Digital Age 

Vienna, conference 

*Please refer to our website for the most current dates:  

https://www.wu.ac.at/taxlaw/institute/gtpc/events-and-activities/  

https://www.wu.ac.at/taxlaw/institute/gtpc/events-and-activities/
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Address and Contacts 

ADDRESS 

WU Global Tax Policy Center at the 
Institute for Austrian and International Tax Law 
WU (Vienna University of Economics and Business) 
Welthandelsplatz 1, Building D3, 2nd Floor, 
1020, Vienna, Austria 

CONTACTS 

Website: https:/ / www.wu.ac.at/ taxlaw/ institute/ gtpc/  
Email: globaltaxpolicycenter@wu.ac.at  
Phone:+43 1 31336 5066 / +43 1 31336 5046 

Management Board 


