The Austrian-Chinese
Tax Research Network
at the Institute for Austrian
and International Tax Law

China is now the second largest economy in the world. It is today the largest
recipient of foreign direct investments and also a significant source of outward
investment. China has become the major trading partner of many African,
Asian and Latin American countries and is a key player in global value chains.
It is also becoming an important source of technological innovation and a major provider of assistance to developing countries. All of these developments
have lead China to play a more active role in the international tax debate and
to adapt its international tax arrangements to being both a capital exporter
and importer. As part of this opening up China has intensified its contracts with
foreign research institutes, including the Institute for Austrian and International Tax Law, WU (Vienna University of Economics and Business).

The WU – China Joint Research Program

Prof. Lang and Prof. Owens with participants of the Summer School 2014

Starting from 2008, the WU Global Tax Policy Center (WU GTPC) together with
the Peking University (PKU), the Beijing Foreign Studies University (BFSU), the
Central University of Finance and Economics (CUFE) and the Wuhan University
(WHU) have established a research network with a focus on international tax
law. The network was extended to include the Sun Yat-Sen University (SYSU),
Xiamen University (XMU) and the University of Hong Kong (HKU). The network
partners pursued the research project “Recent Trends in Tax Policy in Europe
and China”. The objective of this joint research project was to identify differences and similarities in European and Chinese tax policy and to find explanations for the deviations. The network also examined recent developments in
Chinese tax treaties in the light of changes in the OECD and UN model conventions and commentaries.
The knowledge gained during the intensive research activities was thus disseminated to a broader public, thereby achieving greater sustainability of the
research results and fostering the accumulation of know-how in the field of
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international tax law and tax policy in China. The network also created a greater European awareness of tax policy trends in China.

Ms. Wimmer, Prof. Owens and Prof. Mingxing Cao from
CUFE at the Fire Side Chat “Recent developments in
Chinese Tax Policy” on May 27, 2013 in Vienna

In 2013, the “1st Europe-China Tax
Dialogue” in Beijing was co-organized
with the Chinese Ministry of Finance
and CUFE. It focused on recent tax
developments in China and Europe.
More than 150 experts from practice
and academia attended this event.
Prof. Lang and Prof. Owens held meetings with the International Department of the Chinese State Taxation
Administration (SAT) and Vice-Minister
Shi of the Ministry of Finance.

The program also covers teaching activities at PKU/CUFE (Beijing) and Xiamen University with the aim of having annual teaching events to give a comprehensive overview of the functioning of
the OECD Model Tax Convention on Income and Capital and the UN Income
and Capital Model Tax Convention and to analyze the most relevant issues in
the field of international taxation, using case studies. Since 2014 an annual
Summer School on International Tax Law at Xiamen University takes place,
focusing on tax treaty law, which is an integral part of the “WU–China Joint
Research Program”.

“Emerging Challenges to China’s International Tax Arrangements” on 10-11 May, 2017 at WU
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The Role of China in
Digital Tax Transformation
China, in the context of its “Made in China 2025” program, is committed to
using digitalization as a driving force for growth and moving up the technological chain. In April 2020 it launched its blockchain based service network (BSN)
as part of its national blockchain strategy. The BSN will be the backbone infrastructure for massive interconnectivity throughout China and for the Digital Silk
Road.

“Addressing Tax Challenges in a Global Digital Environment” Conference, Xiamen, China, July 21-22, 2018

In 2017, the WU GTPC launched its Digital Economy Taxation Network (DET) to
bring together thought leaders from government, business and research institutions from around the world to undertake collaborative cutting-edge research
into the implications of digitalization for tax policy, taxpayers and tax administrations to maximize the opportunities and minimize the risks associated with
digitalization. The DET network consists of leading research institutes around
the world, including Xiamen University from China.
The dialogue engages technology leaders from China and other countries and
standard-setters to encourage cross-fertilization of ideas with the aim of promoting a common understanding between government and business on how to
develop a tax and regulatory framework that will enable the Digital Economy to
reach its full potential and at the same time help grow the revenue base.
There have already been a series of multi-stakeholder meetings. The latest
conference addressing tax challenges in a digital environment was held in Xiamen in July 2018 and was followed by meetings in Washington D.C. in December 2018 and Geneva in October 2019. Also, in 2019, two conferences on Digi-
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tal Tax Disruption and Blockchain were held in Beijing (June 2019) and Hangzhou (November 2019).

“Blockchain: Exploring the potential to transform the approach to tax compliance” Conference,
Hangzhou, China, November 8, 2019

Removing Tax Barriers to the
Belt and Road Initiative

Conference on “Removing Tax Barriers to the Belt and Road”, Beijing, June 12-13, 2017

In 2017, a new initiative called “International Tax Forum on The Belt and
Road” was created, which brings together governments, business and academia to discuss how to avoid potential tax barriers to the Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI).
The Forum has identified tax issues (broadly defined to include all forms of
taxation, including excises) which will need to be addressed if the BRI is to
reach its full potential. The new BRI Forum has worked with leading Chinese
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and foreign academic institutions, governments, and business on solutions
to avoid cross-border tax disputes
along the BRI. It meets on an annual
basis in different countries on the
route, holds technical workshops on
specific issues, publishes discussion
papers and feeds into the policy debate in the relevant countries. Several
meetings were held since the Forum’s
inaugural meeting in Beijing in June
Prof. Owens and Commissioner Wang in Beijing,
2017, for example in Vienna (April
June 2017
2018), Wuzhen (April 2019) and Yangzhou (June 2019). The project is now collaborating with the Research Institute
of the Chinese State Taxation Administration, the China International Taxation
Research Institute and the Financial Research Academy of the Republic of Kazakhstan.
The outcomes of these meetings were published in a book (Removing Tax Barriers to the Belt and Road Initiative, Kluwer 2018) consisting of findings presented during the Tax Policy Forum on the Belt and Road Initiative held in Beijing, jointly organized with Peking University Tax Law Center and CUFE. These
papers also formed the basis for the WU GTPC’s input into the first meeting of
The Belt and Road Initiative Tax Cooperation Conference held in Astana on May
14-16, 2018, at which it was agreed to establish a group to examine the tax
issues that raise from the BRI. The WU GTPC will continue to provide input to
the group.

“International Forum on the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)”, Vienna, April 17, 2018
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The first meeting of BRITACOF took place in Wuzhen in April 2019 and the WU
GTPC provided a number of background documents for that meeting. The WU
GTPC is currently focusing on providing insights into two issues: digitalisation
of BRI tax administrations and the minimisation and resolution of tax disputes
between BRI countries.

The first conference of the Belt and Road Initiative by the Tax Administration Cooperation Framework,
Wuzhen, China, April 18-20, 2019
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Management Board
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Prof. Dr. Georg Kofler

Prof. Dr. DDr. h.c. Michael Lang

Prof. Dr. Jeffrey Owens

Prof. Dr. Pasquale Pistone

Prof. Dr. Alexander Rust

Prof. Dr. Josef Schuch

Prof. Dr. Karoline Spies

Prof. Dr. Claus Staringer

Address and Contacts
ADDRESS
WU Global Tax Policy Center at the
Institute for Austrian and International Tax Law
WU (Vienna University of Economics and Business)
Welthandelsplatz 1, Building D3, 2nd Floor
1020 Vienna, Austria
CONTACTS
Website: w w w .w u.ac.at/ taxlaw / institute/ gtpc/
Email: globaltaxpolicycenter@w u.ac.at
Phone: +43 1 31336 5845 / +43 1 31336 6736
EVENTS
Please visit our website for the latest information.
Website: w w w .w u.ac.at/ taxlaw / institute/ gtpc/ events -and-activities/

8

