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The lecture is part of the conference “Food Charity, Welfare State Transformations, and
Affective Economies: Critical Engagements” (May 21-23, 2025, WU Vienna)

Thursday | May 22, 2025 | 9.00 am

Welthandelsplatz 1, 1020 Vienna
Building: Administration (AD). 0.090. boardroom 6

The lecture deals with the challenges of charity, voluntary work, and grassroots
engagement in times of welfare state change. Commonfare refers to the
democratisation of social policy from below, in the sense of collective governance
and civic co-management. The diagnosis of community capitalism, on the other
hand, focuses on the exploitation of civic resources without substantial
participation. Particular attention will be paid to the question of where community-
based initiatives run the risk of undermining social rights instead of democratising
them.

Silke van Dyk is professor of political sociology at the Friedrich-Schiller-University of Jena and
speaker of the collaborative research centre “Structural Change of Property” (SFB 294) at the
Universities of Jena and Erfurt, funded by the German Research Foundation. Her research focuses
on the following areas: sociology of the welfare state; social inequality and property relations;
political sociology; populism and democracy; ageing studies. Publication: Community
Kapitalismus. Hamburg: Hamburger Edition 2021, with Tine Haubner.

Lecture and conference are part of the research project "New Charity Economy Through the Lens of
Affective Statehood” (P 35463), funded by FWF Austrian Science Fund. www.foodcharity-affectivestate.net
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