
 

 

 

Lecture and conference are part of the research project “New Charity Economy Through the Lens of 

Affective Statehood” (P 35463), funded by FWF Austrian Science Fund. www.foodcharity-affectivestate.net 

 

 

 

 

 

The lecture employs a unique comparative patchwork ethnography across North 

America and Western Europe, centering the voices of those sustaining food 

charity. Drawing on my own volunteering experiences, it explores the moral and 

emotional contradictions of food aid work, where the motivation to help co-exists 

with complicity in systemic failure - where low-paid staff and unpaid volunteers 

uphold a market-driven model while facing precarious employment and, at times, 

their own food insecurity. Using a critical reparative lens, this paper reframes food 

aid as more than a neoliberal tool, revealing its potential for solidarity, agency, 

and transformative justice while exposing its role in perpetuating inequality. 

 

Dr Kayleigh Garthwaite is an associate professor in the School of Social Policy and Society at the 

University of Birmingham, UK. She has been researching charitable food aid using ethnographic 

methods since 2013 in the UK, and since 2018 in right but unequal countries. Kayleigh co-founded 

the Global Solidarity Alliance for Food, Health and Social Justice (GSA) in 2018. She is currently 

completing a three-year programme of work funded by the Leverhulme Trust which explored the 

institutionalisation and corporatisation of charitable food aid across countries in North America and 

Western Europe. Publication: Garthwaite, K. (2016). Hunger pains: Life Inside Foodbank Britain.  

Bristol: Policy Press. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The lecture is part of the conference “Food Charity, Welfare State Transformations, and 

Affective Economies: Critical Engagements” (May 21-23, 2025, WU Vienna) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“A Fool’s Errand?” A Critical 
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Friday | May 23, 2025 | 9.00 am 
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https://www.wu.ac.at/en/sozio/research/current-research/new-charity-economy
https://rightsnotcharityorg.wordpress.com/
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