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Introduction

¨ The principles of queer theory in a framework of 
linguistics
¤ Conflict between the principal lexicographical 

standpoint and the concept of queer linguistics 
n The description of the norm in the relation to the 

deconstruction of normative patterns in linguistic 
descriptions 

¨ Dictionary description 
¤ Based on real communication

n Written and spoken discourse
n Language norm

¤ Ideology of lexicographers 



Standard Slovene Dictionary

¨ Slovene Academy of Sciences and Arts 
¤SSKJ1: 1970–1991 
¤The only freely on-line available reference 

dictionary 
nLanguage data: traditional approach with slips  

¤SSKJ2: Second edition 2014 – commercial 
version, not freely available 
nLanguage data: unclear methodology with 

consulting corpora



SSKJ1: Selected lexical items

¨ buzarant
¨ homoseksualec
¨ homoseksualen
¨ homoseksualnost
¨ istospolen
¨ mutast greh
¨ peder
¨ pederast
¨ pederastija
¨ sodomija
¨ sodomit
¨ topli bratec



The data for the description

¨ Above all from literature
¤ Original 
¤ Translations 

¨ From the fields of medicine and journalism 



Homoseksualec (homosexual)



Homoseksualec (homosexual)



Homoseksualnost (homosexuality)



Attitudes of translators

Cohabitation with members of the same sex increased 
pederasty among the Spartans, which was something 
the Greeks had in them in general. It is a disgusting 
matter for a normal person, no matter how hard the 
solicited or unsolicited moralists try to ethically 
embellish it. […] Pederasty is one of the few 
detestable things that repel one from the Greeks, 
especially when one sees that even men such as 
Sophocles and Socrates did not lack this filthy 
predisposition (Sovrè 1939: 113-114).



Pederastija (pederasty)



Pederastičen (pederastic)



Pederast (pederast)



Pederast (pederast)



Dictionary description

pederást
-a m (ȃ) moški, ki čuti spolno nagnjenje do 
dečkov: biti pederast // knjiž. homoseksualec

¨ Sexual inclination of a man towards children
¨ // synonym (in elevated literary language) 

homosexual person



Definitions : usage examples

¨ When defining a word, lexicographers are much 
more limited with the language used in definitions, 
which decreases the potential for ideology. 
¤ When ideology is present, it is usually explicit and 

mostly reflects the general political, ideological and 
moral values. 

¨ The selection of examples of use allows more 
freedom
¤ This way a preference, which the lexicographer 

cannot include in the definition, is established.



Definitions : usage examples
onanist (onanist) zašel je v družbo homoseksualcev in onanistov 

(he strayed from the right path into the company of 
homosexuals and onanists)

perverzija
(perversion)

ekshibicionizem, fetišizem, homoseksualnost in druge 
perverzije
(exhibitionism, fetishism, homosexuality, and other 
perversions)

perverznež
(pervert)

homoseksualci, ekshibicionisti in drugi spolni 
perverzneži
(homosexuals, exhibitionists and other sexual perverts)

perverznost
(perversion)

homoseksualnost, ekshibicionizem in druge 
perverznosti
(homosexuality, exhibitionism and other perversions)

sprevrženec
(deviant)

homoseksualci in drugi sprevrženci
(homosexuals and other sexual deviants)



SSKJ2

¨ Analysis of the most resilient binary concepts 
¤ man – woman 
¤ heterosexual – homosexual

¨ Difficulty how to deal with a dictionary 
containing social norms from the early 20th

century and try to introduce new solutions 
merely by editing the existing dictionary entries
¤ Normative conflicts 



SSKJ2

¨ After several published articles on 
heteronormativity of SSKJ1, changes are 
inrtoduced at the levels of 
¤ definitions
¤ usage examples
¤ labels 



SSKJ2: change in description

SSKJ1
pederást -a m (ȃ) moški, ki čuti spolno 
nagnjenje do dečkov: biti pederast // knjiž. 
homoseksualec

SSKJ2
pederást -a m (ȃ) moški, ki čuti spolno 
nagnjenje do dečkov: biti pederast // slabš. gej, 
homoseksualec: geje je označeval s pederasti 



SSKJ2: positive changes
¨ Fant: mlad neporočen moški, ki je v ljubezenskem odnosu do druge 

osebe, navadno dekleta fant jo je pustil; tako mlada, pa ima že 
fanta; svojega fanta je spoznala v službi; to je njegov fant

¨ Punca: dekle: zbrali so se fantje in punce; zdrava kmečka punca / 
je še punca / sosed ima sina in dve punci hčeri / ni njegova punca, 
samo poznata se; ima punco 

¨ Dekle: mlada neporočena ženska, ki je v ljubezenskem odnosu do 
druge osebe, navadno fanta: ima dekle; predstavil je svoje dekle 

¨ Partner: oseba, navadno moškega spola, ki je z drugo osebo v 
ljubezenskem odnosu: vsake počitnice je menjavala partnerja; najti 
pravega partnerja; njegov življenjski partner; razumevanje med 
partnerjema v zakonu / istospolni partner; ljubezenski, spolni 
partner; zakonski, zunajzakonski partner 

¨ Partnerka: ženska, ki je z drugo osebo v ljubezenskem 
odnosu: dolgoletna, stalna partnerka; zunajzakonska 
partnerka; partnerka v zakonu 



SSKJ2: girls and boys

izučil, priučil
napravil, naredil
razvil v moža
streznil in začel študirat
z leti zbrihtal

razjaril
razšopiril

dušilo v solzah
kot mačkica privila k fantu
nosilo mimo gruče fantov
že zgodaj prostituiralo
lepo razraslo
skurbalo
sprostituiralo
teplo z jokom
branilo pred vsiljivci
zatrapalo vanj
zlajdralo
zonegavilo s tujcem
zvlačugalo

Fant se je Dekle se je



SSKJ2: girls and boys

Corpus evidence (http://www.gigafida.net/):

Verb No. of occurrances
prostituirati (se) 757
sprostituirati (se) 5
skurbati (se) 40
zlajdrati (se) 0
zonegaviti (se) 3
zvlačugati (se) 0



SSKJ2: girls and boys

SSKJ1 in SSKJ2

zlájdrati se -am se dov. (ȃ) pog., slabš. postati 
vlačuga; zvlačugati se: dekle se je zlajdralo 

zvlačúgati se -am se dov. (ȗ) postati vlačuga: dekle 
se je zvlačugalo 

zonegáviti -im dov. (á ȃ) /…/  ● ekspr. dekle se je 
zonegavilo s tujcem imelo ljubezenske, spolne 
odnose



A new approach 

¨ Starting from scratch 
¨ Using strict corpus-linguistic methodology

¤ Corpus is not just a collection of texts
¤ Divided into several sub-corpora 

n Specifics
n discourses
n genres
n etc. 

¤ A new ideology of standard language 



Instead of a conclusion: an 
example
https://www.oxforddictionaries.com/: Nigger
NOUN
Offensive
A contemptuous term for a black or dark-skinned person.
Usage
The word nigger has been used as a strongly negative term of 
contempt for a black person since at least the 18th century. 
Today it remains one of the most racially offensive words in the 
language. Also referred to as ‘the n-word,’ nigger is sometimes 
used by black people in reference to other black people in a 
neutral manner (in somewhat the same way that queer has 
been adopted by some gay and lesbian people as a term of self-
reference, acceptable only when used by those within the 
community).


