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RUSSELL HARPRING 

DELIVERING CASH AND VOUCHER ASSISTANCE IN HUMANITARIAN 

OPERATIONS – A SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGEMENT PERSPECTIVE:  

Over the past decade, the use of cash and voucher assistance in the humanitarian sector has 

increased drastically. What was once a limited and seldom-used mechanism now accounts for 

over 20% of all international humanitarian assistance. This increase has created impacts on 

humanitarian supply chains and logistics activities. This discussion explores those impacts and 

addresses the risks, challenges, and benefits of using cash and voucher assistance in the 

humanitarian sector. 

 

Russell Harpring is a PhD student at Hanken School of Economics in the department of 

Supply Chain Management and Social Responsibility. His research focuses on humanitarian 

logistics with a special interest in the use of cash and voucher assistance in complex 

emergencies, including how services are procured and implemented. He received his Master of 

Engineering in Industrial Engineering from the University of Louisville, with a thesis on the use 

of simulation techniques in the public sector to improve efficiency. 
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