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Dear subscribers to the IPE@QWU Newsletter,

Welcome to the May 2026 edition of our monthly digest with the latest news
from the Institute for International Political Economy.

This month, we spotlight the first cohort of the Politics and Money specialization
and Imani Sophia Faber’s master’s thesis on changing U.S. approaches to DEI
policies. We also feature insights from the first Socioeconomics Department
PhD Workshop, highlight an innovative approach to teaching public speaking,
and feature a podcast discussion on debt, corporate responsibility, and
economic governance.

Thank you for being a valuable member of our community. If you have any
questions or suggestions, feel free to reach out, we’d love to hear from you!

Your IPE Team
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Why do U.S. administrations take such different approaches to
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) policies?

By Imani Faber

In her master’s thesis, Imani Sophia Faber explores why federal support for Women-
Owned Small Businesses expanded under one administration and was dismantled
under another, despite bipartisan support for entrepreneurship.

Read more
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First Cohort of Politics and Money Specialization

By Ashley Simpson

The first cohort of the specialization Politics and Money offered by the IPE has
successfully completed the program, marking an important milestone. Thirty
students engaged in courses covering finance, trade, debt, and foreign investment,
producing a wide range of work, from policy memos to podcasts, while sharpening
their critical thinking and practical skills.

Read more
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First Socioeconomics Department PhD Workshop

By Ashley Simpson

The first Socioeconomics Department PhD Workshop at WU brought together PhD
students and faculty from across the department’s diverse institutes to share
research, exchange ideas, and receive valuable feedback from peers and
professors.

Read more

IPE@WU Teaching
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Beyond Academic Writing

By Jonas Bunte

In many professional contexts, success depends not only on having strong ideas,
but on the ability to communicate them clearly and persuasively. This is the starting
point of a teaching activity | use in my courses: students are asked to both write and
deliver a speech.

Read more

IPE@QWU Podcast
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Rethinking Debt, Business, and Global Responsibility

In an episode of the podcast Bauer to the People, hosted by Willy Geiger, Professor
Jonas Bunte discussed the complex relationship between individual consumption,
corporate responsibility, and international debt politics. Recorded live in front of
students as part of the course “Sustainable Economics: Advanced Study and
Application” the conversation explored how societies can ask better questions about
economic systems, governance, and global development.

Watch the full interview

Looking ahead: Important Dates

Course Registration for Politics and Money (WS 2026/27)

To ensure that students from the current cohort have sufficient opportunity to register
before new students enter the specialisation, the registration periods have been
adjusted:



¢ Politics of Debt (Course Il)

o 10 September 2026, 14:00 — 20 September 2026
o Politics of Trade (Course IV)

o 10 September 2026, 15:00 — 20 September 2026
o All four courses of the specialisation

o 17 September 2026, 14:00 — 20 September 2026

We strongly encourage you to keep these registration windows in mind and register
promptly once registration opens.

Scientist's Joke

"Political economists are like archaeologists:
They’re digging through layers of data hoping to find evidence of a civilization
that obeyed rational choice."

Thank you for subscribing to our newsletter and your interest in International

Political Economy. If you have any questions or suggestions, please do not
hesitate to contact us at: ipe@wu.ac.at.

We will be happy to get in touch with you.

Best wishes,
IPE Team
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