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Dear subscribers to the IPE@WU Newsletter,

Welcome to the July 2026 edition of our monthly digest with the latest news from the Institute for

International Political Economy.

This month, we explore the political and institutional forces shaping today’s world, from the rise of

populist leaders and the role of bureaucratic capacity in attracting foreign investment to new

insights into attitudes toward cross-border movement. We also reflect on the future of higher

education as Jonas Bunte shares key takeaways from the CBK retreat on teaching, learning, and

responsible AI.

Thank you for being a valuable member of our community. If you have any questions or

suggestions, feel free to reach out, we’d love to hear from you!

Your IPE Team

IPE@WU Theses

Why Do Some Populists Reach Power While Others Don’t?

By Jacob Paul

In his bachelor thesis, Jacob Paul explores why populist actors gain executive power in some

advanced democracies while remaining on the political sidelines in others. Comparing the USA,

Germany, Italy, and France, he finds that the fragmentation of mainstream political elites plays a

crucial role in opening the door to populist leadership.
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Read more

 

IPE@WU Research

Research Spotlight: Can Bureaucratic Capacity Attract Foreign Investment?

By Sidan Raeskyesa

Why do some provinces in Indonesia attract far more foreign direct investment (FDI) than others?

Traditional explanations emphasize factors such as market size, infrastructure quality, natural

resources, and regulatory incentives. While these structural conditions are important, they do not

fully explain the existing differences. Sidan Raeskyesa explores an alternative explanation by

focusing on the role of provincial governments.

Read more

New publication: Local Economic Conditions and Attitudes Toward Cross-Border
Movement

By Zack Zimbalist

Contrary to common assumptions, new research by Zack Zimbalist finds that people living in South

African municipalities with higher unemployment and lower levels of service provision are often

more supportive of free cross-border movement. The study explores why this may be the case,

pointing to factors such as the perceived economic contributions of immigrants and the role of

everyday interactions in shaping attitudes.

Read more

 

IPE@WU Teaching
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What should teaching and learning look like in 2040?

By Jonas Bunte

At the recent CBK retreat at WU, I joined fellow instructors to explore this big question. The

discussions went far beyond technology, focusing on how higher education can foster critical

thinking, creativity, collaboration, and responsible AI use. From innovative assessment formats to

the evolving role of educators, the retreat offered inspiring perspectives on the future of university

teaching.

Read more

 

 

Looking ahead: Important Dates

To ensure that students from the current Politics & Money cohort have sufficient opportunity to

register before new students enter the specialisation, the registration periods have been adjusted:

● Politics of Debt (Course II): 10 September 2026, 14:00 – 20 September 2026

● Politics of Trade (Course IV): 10 September 2026, 15:00 – 20 September 2026

● Registration for the new cohort (all four courses): 17 September 2026, 14:00 – 20 September

2026

We strongly encourage you to keep these registration windows in mind and register promptly once

registration opens.

Scientist's Joke

How many political economists does it take to screw in a light bulb?

Two. One to do it, and another to analyze whether the policy incentives made it worth doing.
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