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Dear subscribers to the IPE@WU Newsletter,

Welcome to the January 2026 edition of our monthly digest with the latest news
from the Institute for International Political Economy.

This month, Zack Zimbalist explores why the 48-team World Cup promises more
drama and underdog stories, while Alesia Ahmetaj uncovers why Vienna and
Athens regulate short-term rentals so differently. Ashley Simpson reflects on the
value of risk and error in learning, and Patricia Urban shares her research on
circular economy and socio-ecological systems.

Thank you for being a valuable member of our community. If you have any
questions or suggestions, feel free to reach out, we’'d love to hear from youl!

Your IPE Team

IPE in the world

FI1FA WORLD CUP 2026™

Why the 48-team World Cup might be the most exciting yet

Report by Zack Zimbalist

The expanded World Cup format is a celebration of what makes football thrilling in
the first place: randomness, uncertainty, and the chance for true underdog stories.
Drawing on insights from behavioral science and recent shock upsets, Zack explains
why more teams and more matches could mean a tournament packed with drama.

Read more


https://fo4j8.r.ag.d.sendibm3.com/mk/mr/sh/OycXxko2a8zXNsWVfwp5uUdU/AsZjL2Gln0JW
https://fo4j8.r.ag.d.sendibm3.com/mk/cl/f/-IcXLnASMNdMNlK6EIuP8Gq9bCUWcCgzBNMrtFz107XLt_Q-YLRWo6Qv_JdkESkenlgf_Ql4tv_8i_Qo00hvKYJHAUWLMr07pwAsgL8cYfik7hbMam6yh5NjbICn3d2vQ0QAQDl2E_y0OBRkNz7PL1sSJ4Uw0oGIKUrR-zOOjm8NIy2l7ygpw-A1_X8fUMVA9tbnUzhl_5DZl3JmyPc9VLV9FLSR-G2k4s2xVTRQbn8XGLJHjqSmkTmQMLEsUbqi-PBR9wFo32nsmgjwhR71v1wOJI17UIdDdWw8niY0oZVAJz1VOWw4mPUwivLTlB-fmPaA
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Why Do Vienna and Athens Regulate Short-Term Rentals So

Differently?
Article by Alesia Ahmetaj
Our student Alesia Ahmetaj explores why two cities that face similar tourism

pressures have ended up with very different legal approaches. By comparing laws,
official documents, and platform data, she found a surprising common thread:
taxation is the main policy driver in both cities, even when governments publicly
emphasize housing or urban planning.

Read more

IPE@WU Teaching
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Creating Space for Risk, Error, and Learning

Pedagogic Insight by Ashley Simpson

In a world defined by uncertainty, education must do more than deliver answers, it
must create space for risk, error, and learning. Ashley Simpson reflects on why
interactive, discussion-based teaching helps students build confidence, resilience,
and critical thinking skills they’ll need beyond the classroom.

Read more
Teaching News: Three Sections of Qualitative Methods Coming Next

Semester
By Zack Zimbalist


https://fo4j8.r.ag.d.sendibm3.com/mk/cl/f/XQkeOoR-xvQSEbhAr08LbmIPTH0aM4L4PyowXYd5XDQlpL_3PnV3W51mojHBptGUqG0u5jcXfkPkA9ER9_oV0HTBnGMFq3Zy6ZmQUp5NECl97e8iwV7u0nDql7268w6clPr1POpTVmXMJGsgo4idfCQqWsuyuo5LPSbnjSiHILCSFG7adQBOjlnmgyq4xvon8tDp13gjHGj8x2S0IteO3IZgAID3Jz4ZRfR1SREfYnFd9bWxz_d2yN6wEMeRqX2XU45XxdszQqiXUu3Mh2dXNepQK3RTYPbwcy0bQNvphrItEz6OTVUlGC4AAaCzpUklZAzjNTM-0LB5_D1JSWWkG7fZ
https://fo4j8.r.ag.d.sendibm3.com/mk/cl/f/MPaFA_LNTOW-EQvrLfI2LeSWyFsdctWbNFLa8fMMQZ-2WuWYwo9LiNG1z48PV5TcPiE54tWxaUHK7FWsccs2CJYX6nwOSoNegSwEFyN8cIbBJr0SCLwYsy4q__JwQmdcvxyiYUUPkZYTOiDsbnuHuLMBNHXdKzNn87KfaKbSaChYaiEKK4Ycohoj2w0NXw8S8FmObMgiIC9oyElWmrfHg2Nv229q-8TMbnJJQwMEXor1v4FgPX8kKBUghDTr51LLxJS2Efx5UuHtmsEcse6EiZAdTmWVGbwVbk3LR3QmVRfgNEPm8csMmCnz9ljQoA

Due to rising demand from WUPOL students, we are delighted to announce that we
will offer three sections of Empirical Research Methods Il next semester. We are
excited to see the growing interest in the WUPOL program and look forward to
providing students with further training and skills in applied research methods that
will be useful for their academic and professional careers.

To the course catalogue

IPE@WU Careers
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Interview with Patricia Urban

Patricia Urban is a researcher at the Center for European Policy Studies (CEPS)
- a leading think tank and forum for debate on EU affairs. Patricia’s research
interests have revolved around interactions of socioeconomic and ecological
systems. Her main expertise relates to the area of circular economy.

Watch the full interview

Looking ahead: Important Dates
Registration for "Politics and Money" Specialisation
29.01.2026-8.02.2026

Registration for IPE courses

9.02.2026-27.02.2026

Pizza, Politics and (Motion) Picture

26.03.2026

Scientist's Joke

A political scientist and an economist walk into a bar. The bartender says,
“Why the long faces?”
They answer in unison: “The assumptions.”


https://fo4j8.r.ag.d.sendibm3.com/mk/cl/f/OWwGG5p1SI0BY8OOfK9K0BrLbHZeYGH3Fb4niDOEIbXu9YgCyJBZfWnUUOfv2jqaRPhi5DohtoogTXRZ1Q85RgwFFKuTwBZ6WGEpUDQyIU2uhw2_X97FeltPCWGu1x4_EdMw9C6IMt2Te3CC0P8kRH2CH0eF-ByZ8aTQeMUwXQIqHSmkvegNqAqMpaq5IohBSgkNJ5G2oagxrgmlHntRKqnO-YqEPm_nKmEVAq-GsXNrHoTeGb9Fd14QIFY-izBTousdlOq-sNES38WN5BWZuTzZpuFYeU8W4gl0nxIQXirgVpfgaAwJJC0T7m3Geg
https://fo4j8.r.ag.d.sendibm3.com/mk/cl/f/A1fSOb9XbqQssf3M81ZZ8P2ghPPmWJDXVaIWkZpPUNmTkJwb1tb7jfOOYf4CKztFsTZ0nN3WHn0EE-3w5XxMrACCUOHVGyKEUVYuwt-q5vzhLlammUWF1Ojis21pL8rnmNjmFYVJYBPKQrin3JS_aFf2bJ2DehUjLeGc_c_rPMSm6Cdo7O-eXWyv_NgxkUrdXhxK5veI6YZPfZbDVavLttIP7TMMOxMUrb0
https://fo4j8.r.ag.d.sendibm3.com/mk/cl/f/LJhU3K0Rb94RIypanL461T84jOyBOKl4aQWMa-_VPkJ8lloxMohGgl-jhkS7V9YKGUlYtfb5px0mOT4deuAU6hzSimyFUREdXKcS_qVHJ5atO_bdzwpKtTdc14sJATX8FjU53Jf-MH6clQKxudMylmcqejtwCfPXC4y7vLwl5P427-2cLioYIjkP_cIXxacgty5IrDc8iciVZGN-VPI2nqhzHpx6MebuE1clvpC8ErmGPH0DFg16_Y-mMUlM3O-5Qw2O_5QSSNe01Mcj1k-nQ1w5Yq62DLQTm7c1JHM58GWFi4i5dZfB
https://fo4j8.r.ag.d.sendibm3.com/mk/cl/f/MaoH96FL5TgB5IKdHmmQpyS7iAP6u5OcEQwF1tI_Eu9pE0ai4DfoM7bVSqZlq49kpUGCv8tpRFo_YB1x82lwDlMr9YTHHmGYqzn6E9PNxm8MgcimjwtY500MZ2H9-yINSa1t8vDO5dWMxep3J9bDTU1P6NRepFdInEjOvw-dw7bdyGpHorZC7X5PcAStpOev_7zdJQAm_f4JMgsoscGUMRASZquab_2n
https://fo4j8.r.ag.d.sendibm3.com/mk/cl/f/XPaDo8tfwx2hUuRSQHenblR13W0u8iJ9ulb9EhEmSAzECaUqAqGQrSk7I-ueoEHwWkBhJ2zDvtRpuP9l9o_-JxuYkCVHLk0uS7HVwHibuYg5Bu9idRvkqDnKQVkDNkiBpDFiy__yQ7gOThyD2zRkGbHOGZR4j_pmdIk7hY-LrO1Eit5Obh6V4AFlvmrTj8JVEhxJbj-E6clLZIpwFONsFkkNNKaWskoeXg

Thank you for subscribing to our newsletter and your interest in International
Political Economy. If you have any questions or suggestions, please do not
hesitate to contact us at: ipe@wu.ac.at.

We will be happy to get in touch with you.

Best wishes,
IPE Team
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Institute for International Political Economy

Welthandelsplatz 1, 1020, Vienna

This email was sent to elizaveta.gavrikova@gmail.com.

You've received this email because you've subscribed to our newsletter.
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