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Dear subscribers to the IPE@WU Newsletter,

Welcome to the August 2026 edition of our monthly digest with the latest news from the Institute

for International Political Economy.

This month, we feature insights into why some countries attract more private investment than

others, new research on corporate governance and financial interest groups, and highlights from a

discussion on trade policy, economic sanctions, and global governance. We also spotlight exciting

news for WUPOL students: due to high demand, the "Politics & Money" specialization is now

offered every semester, with the Winter Semester 2026/27 courses now available on our website.

Thank you for being a valuable member of our community. If you have any questions or

suggestions, feel free to reach out, we’d love to hear from you!

Your IPE Team

IPE@WU Theses

Why Do Some Countries Attract More Private Investment Than Others?

By Finn Hilgart

In his bachelor's thesis, Finn Hilgart explores this question by comparing Germany and France

through econometric analysis and AI-assisted media research.

His findings point to one key factor: economic policy certainty. Stable and predictable policymaking
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plays a crucial role in encouraging long-term private investment, while public investment and

access to equity financing also shape countries' ability to innovate and grow.

Read more

 

IPE on the Road

From Lake Constance to New Research Insights

By Ashley simpson

This June, Ashley Simpson represented the IPE at the DVPW Dreiländertagung at Zeppelin

University, where she presented her latest research on the regulation of dual-class shares and the

role of financial interest groups in shaping corporate governance.

The conference provided valuable discussions with fellow scholars on regulation, policymaking,

and the influence of private actors, offering fresh perspectives to further develop her research. It

also highlighted the strong support for early-career researchers within the political science

community.

Read more

 

IPE@WU Alumni
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Connecting Politics, Money & Global Governance

By Jonas Bunte

The Institute recently welcomed Fulbright Scholar Clint Peinhardt for an engaging discussion with

students and alumni of Politics and Money. The conversation explored the evolution of U.S.

executive authority over trade policy and economic sanctions, while connecting these

developments to broader questions of global governance and the challenges facing smaller states

such as Austria.

The event highlighted how academic concepts can help students critically engage with today’s

complex geopolitical and economic challenges.

Read more

 

IPE@WU Teaching

Specialization “Politics & Money” Now Available Every Semester!

Great news for WUPOL students interested in International Political Economy: due to high demand,

the “Politics & Money” specialization is now offered every semester! What does this mean for you?

More flexibility, more choice, and a smoother path to completing the specialization.
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Read more

Courses offered in the winter semester 2026/27 now live on the website

Learn more about each course and its content here.

Looking ahead: Important Dates

To ensure that students from the current Politics & Money cohort have sufficient opportunity to

register before new students enter the specialisation, the registration periods have been adjusted:

● Politics of Debt (Course II): 10 September 2026, 14:00 – 20 September 2026

● Politics of Trade (Course IV): 10 September 2026, 15:00 – 20 September 2026

● Registration for the new cohort (all four courses): 17 September 2026, 14:00 – 20 September

2026

We strongly encourage you to keep these registration windows in mind and register promptly once

registration opens.

Scientist's Joke

Why are political economists bad at poker?

They can’t stop explaining the strategic incentives behind every bluff.
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