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RESEARCH

Autonomy, Critical Theory, Digitalisation, Emancipation, Environmental and Political Sociology,
INTERESTS

(Green) Political Theory, Resilience, Societal Transformation, Subject Theory.

PROFESSIONAL Since March 2026: Parental Leave
EXPERIENCE March 2025 to March 2026: Assistant Professor; IGN, WU Vienna

February 2024 to February 2025: Visiting Scholar, Centre for European Studies (ICES), European-
University Flensburg

August 2021 to November 2021: Parental Leave

October 2020 to February 2025: PhD Fellowship at Heinrich-Boll-Stiftung (Research Cluster Socio-
Ecological Transformation)

January 2020 to September 2020 Research and Teaching Associate Research Associate at the
Institute for Social Change and Sustainability, WU Vienna

Research Project: “Urban Experiments in Socio-Ecological Transformation”

January 2019 to December 2019 Research and Teaching Associate at the Institute for Social
Change and Sustainability, WU Vienna

May 2018 to December 2018 Research Associate at the Institute for Social Change and
Sustainability , WU Vienna

Research Project: “Centre for Understanding of Sustainable Prosperity”

EDUCATION September 2025: Ph.D. in Economic and Social Sciences (with distinction), WU Vienna.

Topic of thesis: Autonomy in Transformation. Eco-Political Hopes, Authoritarian Outcomes and
the Digital Sphere (Thesis committee: Ingolfur Bliihdorn, Stefanie Graefe and Erik Swyngedouw).

August 2017: Master of Science in Social Ecology (with distinction), Institute of Social Ecology,
Vienna, Alpen Adria-University.

Topic of thesis: Nutrition Transition in Mumbai. A Practice-Theoretical Investigation of Changing
Food Consumption in India’s Urban Middle Class.

September 2014: Bachelor of Arts in Cultural Sciences, European University Viadrina Frankfurt
(Oder).

2011 - 2017 Studies of Cultural Sciences and Social Ecology at European University Viadrina in
Frankfurt/Oder, Ecole Normale Supérieure Paris and Alpen-Adria University in Vienna.
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PUBLICATIONS

Kalke, K. (forthcoming): Postliberale Transformation — Quo Vadis? Zur Handlungsfahigkeit des
hyper-autonomen Subjekts in der Polykrise. In: Blihdorn, Ingolfur; Hausknost, Daniel:
Transformation regressiv. Abschied vom ékologischen Projekt? Bielefeld: transcript.

Haderer, M./ Kalke, K. (forthcoming). Demokratiesterben? Die liberale Demokratie und sozial-
okologische Transformation unter Druck. In: Brand, K.W.; Bornemann, Basil (Hg.): Die sozial-
Okologische Transformation der Welt. Ein Handbuch. 2. aktualisierte und erweiterte Auflage,
Frankfurt/New York: Campus Verlag, S. 257-276.

Kalke, K./ Haderer, M. (2026). Suffizienz — erlebte Zumutung und umweltpolitische Chance. Wege
aus der sozial-6kologischen Sackgasse. In: Nowak, Sarah; Filipi¢, Ursula; Eichmann, Hubert;
Heimerl Veronika (Hg.): Auf dem Weg zum Klimasozialstaat. Der Sozialstaat im sozialen und
Gkologischen Umbau. Sozialpolitik in Diskussion (26), S. 117-127.

Kalke, K. (2026): Trivialised authenticity: Neoliberal romanticism and the organisation of far-right
epistemic communities. Ephemera.

Kalke, K. (2025): Autonomy in Transformation. Eco-Political Hopes, Authoritarian Outcomes and
the Digital Sphere. WU Dissertation. https://doi.org/10.48671/HSS.2025.AC17646416.

Kalke, K. (2025): The Metamorphosis of Autonomy in the Digital Sphere: Implications for the Eco-
Emancipatory Project. European Journal for Social Theory, 13684310251330598.
https://doi.org/10.1177/13684310251330598.

Kalke, K./ Haderer, M./ Hausknost, D./ Deflorian, M. (2024): Can liberal democracies thrive with
consumption limits? Barriers to implementing consumption corridors (together with Deflorian,

Michael; Haderer, Margaret; Hausknost, Daniel). GAIA - Ecological Perspectives for Science and
Society 33 (2), S. 243-249. https://doi.org/10.14512/gaia.33.2.19.

Kalke, K. (2024): Eine Frage der Autonomie. Zur Notwendigkeit und Illusion der Selbstbegrenzung.
Makronom (Debattenreihe ,,Grenzen”). https://makronom.de/eine-frage-der-autonomie-45593.

Kalke, K. (2022): Klimaethik an den Grenzen realpolitischer Machbarkeit. Rezension zu ,,From Big
Oil to Big Green. Holding the Qil Industry to Account for the Climate Crisis“ von Marco Grasso.
Soziopolis: Gesellschaft beobachten.

https://www.wu.ac.at/fileadmin/wu/d/i/ign/IGN Interventions Feb 2020.pdf.

Bluhdorn, I./ Kalke, K. (2020): Entgrenzte Freiheit. Demokratisierung im 6kologischen Notstand?
IGN-Interventions Febr/2020, INSTITUT FUR GESELLSCHAFTSWANDEL UND NACHHALTIGKEIT
(IGN), Wirtschaftsuniversitat Wien, Austria.

https://www.wu.ac.at/fileadmin/wu/d/i/ign/IGN Interventions Feb 2020.pdf.

Bliihdorn, I./ Kalke, K. (2020): Entgrenzte Freiheit. Uber Miindigkeit und die Agenda der
Selbstbegrenzung. Soziopolis: Gesellschaft beobachten.
https://www.soziopolis.de/beobachten/gesellschaft/artikel/entgrenzte-freiheit/.

Bluhdorn, I./ Kalke, K. (2019): Befreiung aus der Mii(n)digkeit: Demokratische Krise, fllichtiges
Subjekt und digitale Revolution. In: Ursula Baatz (Hg.): DEMOKRATIE! Zumutung oder Zukunft. Die
Alternative zu Demokratie ist Demokratie: Doch wie soll sie aussehen?, S. 33-48.

WORKIN
PROGRESS

Kalke, K.: Rethinking Autonomy in the Digital Age. From Socio-Ecological Visions to Authoritarian
Challenges. Bristol: Bristol University Press. (Contract)

Kalke, K./ Haderer, M./ Hausknost, D.: A New Old Hope in the Climate-Changed, Post-Liberal Era:
Can Republicanism Address the Political and Socio-Ecological Crises of Liberal Democracy?

Alwang, L./ Pfister, H./ Kalke, K.: Towards a Left Postliberalism? Exploring the Collapse Movement
amid the Politics of Ecological Ungovernability
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CONFERENCES
(Selection)

2026: Vom Verteidigungskonsens zur sozial-6kologischen Wertegemeinschaft? Zu den rdumlichen
und politischen Grenzen — und Chancen — eines griinen Republikanismus. Frihjahrstagung der
DGS-Sektion Umwelt- und Nachhaltigkeitssoziologie, Goethe-University Frankfurt am Main,
Germany.

2025: Can Republican Freedom Address the Barriers to Implementing Politics of Limits in Western
Democracies? The Politics of Limits: Sustainability and Democracy in Times of Changing Climates,
Centre for Global Cooperation Research, University Duisburg-Essen, Essen, Germany.

2025: Democracy and Sustainability on the Brink? Spaces of Contestation: Transgressing Policies
and Practices of Eco-Social Transformation ESPPRIT Workshop Programme. TU Wien, Vienna,
Austria. (Together with Margaret Haderer).

2025: The Transformation of Autonomy: Challenges to Democratic Values in the Age of Social
Media. Panel: Technology and the Public Sphere, Standing Group on Political Theory (Chair and
Presenter). European Conference for Political Research: General Conference. Thessaloniki,
Greece.

2024: Weniger ist mehr? Transformationen in Zeiten zunehmender Knappheit. Heinrich Boll
Foundation, Rosa Luxemburg Foundation and Hans Bockler Foundation. Kassel, Germany. (Co-
organiser).

2023: ‘The Art of Not Being Governed So Much’: Autonomy of the Late-Modern, Digitally
Mediated Subject and the De-problematisation of the Unsustainable Status-Quo. IGN

International Research Conference Normalisation — Adaptation — Acquiescence Transmutations of
the Eco-Emancipatory Project. Vienna, Austria.

2023: Greening Autonomy through Digitalisation? Forms of Critique in the Social Web between
Dispositive Structures and Emancipatory Transgression. Panel: The Green and the Digital:
Environmental Political Thought Encounters ‘the Fourth Industrial Revolution’, Standing Group on
Environmental Politics. European Conference for Political Research: General Conference. Prag,
Czech Republic.

2023: Die Verteidigung des Status Quo im Social Web: Authentische Selbstbestimmung in Zeiten
multipler Krisenerfahrungen. Ad-Hoc-Gruppe: Die stabilisierende Funktion von Krisen. Zur
Nachhaltigkeit nicht-nachthaltiger Strukturen (Co-organiser), OGS-Kongress: Kritische Zeiten.
Vienna, Austria.

2023: Zur Autonomie im Social Web: Authentische Selbstbestimmung im Nullsummenspiel
differierender Wahrheiten. Panel: Krise und Kritik im Social Web, Sektion: Technik- und
Wissenssoziologie. 0GS-Kongress: Kritische Zeiten. Vienna, Austria.

2022: Exceeding the Issue of Digital Surveillance and Manipulation: Towards an Investigation of
Notions of Autonomy within the Social Web. Panel: Kant and the Future of Autonomy, Standing
Group on Kantian Political Thought. European Conference for Political Research: General
Conference. Innsbruck, Austria.

LECTURES AND
DISCUSSIONS

2025: Weniger ist mehr? Suffizienz als erlebte Zumutung in liberalen Demokratien. Co-Lecture and
Panel Discussion: ,Nicht zu wenig und nicht zu viel: Mit Suffizienz in eine (klima)gerechte
Gesellschaft?’ Arbeiterkammer Vienna and FORBA.

2025: Sufficiency in Liberal Democracies: Barriers to Implementing Consumption Corridors. Socio-
Ecological Transition Seminars (SETS), joint initiative of the University of Trento, Bournemouth
University and University of Orebro.

2023: Limiting Consumption while Maintaing Liberal Democracy? Paradoxes of Introducing
Consumption Corridors. Lecture series MA Democracy and Sustainability, University of Minster.

2023: Die Perspektive der Nachhaltigen Nicht-Nachhaltigkeit. Transformation Colloquium Norbert
Elias Centre, Europa-Universitat Flensburg.

2020: Fliegen, Fleisch, Freiheit. Lasst uns Uber die Klimakrise reden. Panel Discussion Fragile State
03: Salon in Gesellschaft, Schauspielhaus Vienna.
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TEACHING WT 2025/26: Sozialstruktur und sozialer Wandel. MA Socioeconomics, WU Vienna, (together with
Aaron Thauss)

WT 2025/26: Politik des Gesellschaftlichen Wandels I: Politik und Gesellschaftswandel. BA in
Economics and Social Sciences, majoring in Economics — Politics — Environment, WU Vienna.

WT 25/26: Grundlagen der Soziodkonomie. MA Socioeconomics, WU Vienna.

ST 2025: Sozialstruktur und sozialer Wandel. MA Socioeconomics, WU Vienna, (together with
Veith Selk).

ST 2025: Politik des Gesellschaftlichen Wandels IV: Akteure und politische Praxis. BA in Economics
and Social Sciences, majoring in Economics — Politics — Environment, WU Vienna.

S$T2020: Gesellschaftswandel in der Krise? Konfliktlinien um (Nicht-) Nachhaltigkeit. BA Economics
and Social Sciences, Sustainable Economics Il, WU Vienna.

WT 2020/21: Gesellschaftswandel unter Spannung: Konfliktlinien um (Nicht-) Nachhaltigkeit. BA
Economics and Social Sciences, Sustainable Economics Il, WU Vienna.

WT 2019/20: Werte und Strukturen im Wandel: Gesellschaftliche Konflikte um Nachhaltigkeit. BA
Economics and Social Sciences, Sustainable Economics Il, WU Vienna.

ST 2019: Wertewandel und Nachhaltigkeit: Entwicklungsperspektiven. BA Economics and Social
Sciences, Sustainable Economics II, WU Vienna.

March 2026



