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Sources: Multiple (including i.a.WEF, IPCC, NASA, The Guardian, ) 
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Climate “news”
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The Global Risks Landscape 2019

Source: World Economic Forum (Global Risk Report Survey 2019)



Goals of the Paris Agreement
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⇒ avoid a pure input-driven discussion (finance flows, 

including climate finance, are “means to an end”) 

⇒ Impact (in terms of mitigation and adaptation effect)

a) Limit increase in the global average temperature well below 2 

°C (1,5 °C)

b) Increase ability to adapt to the adverse impacts of climate 

change (…)

c) Making finance flows consistent with a pathway towards low 

greenhouse gas emissions and climate-resilient development.

Objectives (Article 2.1. PA):
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Source: WRI, ODI, RMI, E3G 

e.g. mandated climate-

related financial disclosure,

lending requirements for

banks, etc.

(e.g. grants, debt, equity,

insurance, guarantees from

local, national, regional and

international public finance

institutions, etc.)

(e.g. subsidies, taxes and

carbon pricing, public

procurement, green and

resilient budgeting, etc.)

(e.g. voluntary standards and

labelling – incl. green bonds,

voluntary disclosure, 

transparency initiatives, etc.)

Transition of the economy



From Input to Impact
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Source: adapted from ISS-c, 2dii

Impact

via real economy
on climate system
- mitigation
- adaptation

Input Output Outcome

Approach to
action on 
climate change/ 
specific action

Result of a 
specific action

Consequences
of the specific
action resulting
in changes (in 
systemic
behaviour) 

„Any action can have unintended consequences that
might lead to a reduced, no or reversed impact“
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Source: WIR, ODI, RMI, E3G 

CS: International Climate Finance (1)



Source: WRI (2017): The Future of the Funds.  

CS: International Climate Finance (2)
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Paradigm shift: promote low-emission and climate-resilient development

Balance: equal amount between mitigation and adaptation (=> 2.1. PA)

Country ownership: priorities of developing countries

Particular attention: vulnerable DCs (LDCs, SIDS, Africa)

Engage across public/ private sectors: unlock high impact investments

Private sector: Use public investment to stimulate private finance

Flexible climate investments: grants, loans, equity or guarantees

CS: The Green Climate Fund (1)



76
102 projects approved

by GCF Board

276m beneficiaries

Anticipated number of people with increased resilience

t of CO2e

Anticipated tonnes of CO2 equivalent avoided
1.5bn

76committed
by GCF Board

5bn

76pledged
Initial Resource Mobilization (2015-2018)

10.3bn

Expected Impact
- Mitigation
- Adaptation
(Art. 2.1. PA)

CS: The Green Climate Fund (2)
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