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Initiator
The Austrian Research Promotion Agency (FFG) and the Federal Ministry for
Transport, Innovation and Technology (BMVIT)

Period of time
From October 2013 till May 2015

Objectives

The project POLIS was developed based on the results of the project PARSIFAL
“Participatory Security Research within Academic Education and Training in
Austria”. POLIS picks up the different needs related to seven selected Hot Spots
which became visible in the PARSIFAL project, and continues research on this
critical infrastructure concerning specific interests. Based on the request of the
Directorate General of Public Security (Federal Ministry of Internal Affairs) POLIS
develoos clear solution- and competence strategies for typical situations on the
seven selected Hot Spots in Austrian towns. POLIS has a particular focus on the
paradigm shift in police work and will offer a holistic approach to police activities
(Community Policing). POLIS will actively involve people from different
professional backgrounds in the research process and develop customized
solution- and competence strategies for specific places.

Another important aspect of the project is the transfer of knowledge about
subjective security into the basic police training. While the project PARSIFAL
focussed on the executive education, POLIS will close an institutional gap in
police training and will stimulate from the beginning a reflexive approach of future
police staff about their role and the diversity of public areas. Training material,
which was developed in PARSIFAL, will be implemented systematically and
further developed in the basic police training.

Methods

queraum. cultural and social research and the project partners of the Federal
Ministry of Internal Affairs, the Competence Centre for empirical research
methods of the University of Economics in Vienna and the Institute for the
Sociology of Law and Criminology are responsible for the implementation of this
project. The collection of the data is going to take place on seven Hot Spots in
Austrian cities. POLIS will apply a specific social science survey method: the
vignette-based group survey. For the implementation of the results a prototypical
course for basic police training is envisaged. In terms of quality management and
exploitation of the results expertise and methodological workshops are provided.
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