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1.

AUSSENWIRTSCHAFT AUSTRIA/ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA



THE WORLDWIDE NETWORK OF ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA

ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA 

• Austria’s Official Trade Promotion Organization (TPO)

• Embedded in the Austrian Federal Economic Chamber

• Over 100 offices in 70 countries

• 800 employees and 80 nationalities

• Over 1,200 ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA events

• 1,000 ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA publications

• 70 years of experience

• Global business support

7 ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA offices in China 

 - Beijing

- Shanghai 

- Hongkong

- Guangzhou 

- Chengdu

- Shenyang 

- Xi’an



AUSSENWIRTSCHAFT AUSTRIA VS. ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA

ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA 
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Knowledge

International market 

expertise – better than 

Google …

OUR SERVICES

ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA
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Platforms

Showcase the 

competence of Austrian 

companies abroad and 

at home (fairs, events, 

web)

Partners

Trusted partners 

for internationalization 

(Sector Experts, Distribution 

Partners, Service Providers



MORE THAN 50% OF 
AUSTRIA‘S GDP ARE 
GENERATED THROUGH 
EXPORTS
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2.

SIGNIFICANCE OF AUSTRIA‘S FOREIGN TRADE



AUSTRIA‘S EXPORT SUCCESS STORY
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SIGNIFICANCE OF AUSTRIA‘S FOREIGN TRADE
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AUSTRIA’S TRADE BY REGIONS (2018) IN BILLION EURO
SIGNIFICANCE OF AUSTRIA‘S FOREIGN TRADE
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Source: Statistik Austria (vorl. Werte)

Austrian Exports 

Austrian Imports 



AUSTRIA‘S TOP 10 EXPORT PARTNERS
SIGNIFICANCE OF AUSTRIA‘S FOREIGN TRADE
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€ 45 258

€ 10 602

€ 9 774

€ 7 013

€ 6 397

€ 5 540

€ 5 106

€ 4 856

€ 4 187

€ 4 058

Germany

USA

Italy

Switzerland

France

Czech Republic

Hungary

Poland

UK

China

Source: Statistik Austria, 2018 in Mio. EUR



AUSTRIA IN CHINA

12

3.

AUSTRIAN PRESENCE IN CHINA



CHINA AT A GLANCE
• Capital: Bejing

• Currency: Renminbi Yuan (CNY)

• Official Language: Standard Chinese, various others

• Population in tsd.: 1,395,380 (2018)

• Area in km²: 9,562,910

• Gross Domestic Product (GDP), bn. USD: 13,407,4 (2018)

• Exchange Rate, annual average, CNY / EUR: 7,81 (2018)

• Export Rate of goods and services (% of GDP): 19.8 (2017)

• Import Rate of goods and services (% of GDP): 18.0 (2017)

• Unemployment Rate (% of working population): 4.7 (2018)

ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA



SINO-AUSTRIA RELATIONS
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• Diplomatic relations since 1971

• Currently 25 partnerships agreements between Austria and China:

• Important Visits: Chancellor Kurz and Governor Mikl-Leitner (April 2019), State Visit by 

President Van der Bellen (April 2018), Governor Niessl (June 2018), Second President of the 

Austrian National Council Bures (June 2018), and many more..

• China is a strategic market for Austria: 14 bn EUR trade volume (2018)

• Ranking of Austrian Export Markets: 10th place (2018)

• Ranking of Austrian Import Markets: 3rd place (2018)

• Austrian Direct Investment (incl. HK) in China, 2017: 3.83 bn EUR

• Direct Investment from China (incl. HK) in Austria, 2017: 3.02 bn EUR

ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA



ECONOMIC RELATIONS AUSTRIA-CHINA
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Austrian Exports of goods 2018: 4.06 bn. EUR

Austrian Imports of goods 2018: 9.12 bn EUR   

Austrian Trade Balance 2018: -5.06 bn EUR
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ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA 



China‘s Belt and Road Initiative
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4.

THE NEW SILKROAD



The Belt and Road Initiative - THE NEW SILKROAD (2) 
ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA 
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• Belt and Road Initiative 

• 17+1 Initiative

• RCEP Free Trade Agreement 

• Bilateral Free Trade Agreements

• Chinese FDI 

• Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB)

• Silk Road Fund (SRF)

• New Development Bank (NDB)

• Monetary Policy (RMB, USD)

• …



Not all is perfect…

• Transparency (i.e. Lack of Project Pipelines)

• Reciprocity (i.e. Market Access in CN)

• Local Country Benefits

• Subsidies to Chinese SOE (Level Playing Field)

• Barriers to the Participation of Foreign Companies

• Sustainability/International Standards

• Debt Distress and Trade Deficits 

• …

ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA 
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.. but there are Business Opportunities (1)

• Infrastructure: Air/Sea/Land Transport, Energy, Logistics 

• Trade & E-Commerce

• IT, Telecom & Software

• Sustainable Technologies: Smart City, Renewable Energy, 

Environmental Technology and Protection

• Manufacturing

• Agro and Forest Technology

• Financial Services

• Tourism

ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA 
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Business Opportunites (2) 

• New Markets 

• New Partnerships - Third-Country Cooperation

• Technology and R&D Partnerships

• Supplying Chinese companies

• Project Consultancy& Engineering Partnership

• Financial Partnership

• Think tanks und Know-how Exchange

• Austria as a location for Chinese FDI

• ...

ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA 
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AUSTRIA IS EVERYWHERE
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5.

„AUSTRIA IST ÜBERALL“



FOLLOW US!

„AUSTRIA IST ÜBERALL“
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TWITTER
@wko_aw

FACEBOOK
AUSSENWIRTSCHAFT AUSTRIA

INSTAGRAM
aussenwirtschaft_austria.at

LINKEDIN
AUSSENWIRTSCHAFT AUSTRIA

YOUTUBE
AUSSENWIRTSCHAFT AUSTRIA

FLICKR
AUSSENWIRTSCHAFT AUSTRIA

TRAINEEBLOG
EXPORT YOUR CAREER

BLOG
AUSTRIA IST ÜBERALL



INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

• GOOGLE: “wko praktikum”

• https://www.wko.at/service/aussenwirtschaft/volontaersboerse.html   
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ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA

https://www.wko.at/service/aussenwirtschaft/volontaersboerse.html


Clemens Machal

Regional Manager Asia/Oceania

AUSSENWIRTSCHAFT AUSTRIA

T +43 (0)5 90 900/4352

E aussenwirtschaft.asien@wko.at   

W wko.at/aussenwirtschaft


