
Writing a Thesis at IIB (Prof. Stahl) – A Rough Guide 
 

Dear student, 
 

In order to successfully complete your thesis at IIB (team Prof. Stahl), we expect you to be proactive and to 

work independently. The process of conducting research can vary significantly, yet most processes run through 

the following stages in one way or another: 

 
Research-Process 

 

1.    Definition of a research field 

2.    Formulation of a specific research question 

3.    Revision of academic literature 

4.    Decision upon a research philosophy 

5.    Definition of the research design 

6.    Awareness of research ethics, negotiation of access 

7.    Selection of samples 

8.    Consideration of secondary data/collection of primary data (via different data collection instruments) 

9.    Qualitative/quantitative data analysis 

10.  Writing the report (meet scientific writing requirements such as language/stylistic norms) 
 

 
 

For more details, we advise you to consult books on academic research, research methods, and scientific 

writing. Below you will find several suggested resources and websites. Please note that these will give you a 

basic idea of how research can be conducted and presented. Depending on your topic and methodology, more 

specific and focused resources (e.g., academic articles) are advisable. 

 
 

 
Thesis Outline 

 
Depending on the purpose of your research, the outline of your thesis will vary accordingly. Yet, theses mostly 

include the subsequent parts: 

 
1. Title 

2. Abstract (a brief wrap-up of your research) 

3. Table of contents 

4. Introduction (introduce your topic, explain the context, state the purpose of your research (what is 

the value added?), present research questions and objectives as well as your research design, etc.) 

5. Literature review (critically discuss and compare academic literature, e.g., theories/empirical results, 

do not merely summarize, identify research gap(s)) 

6. Methodology (present your methodology, explain the methods/samples/analyses you are using, give 

pros and cons and how you would like to tackle your research question(s) and/or hypotheses) 

7. Results (present the results of your data analysis in a systematic way) 

8. Discussion (discuss your findings (are your results reliable/generalizable?), compare with former 

results highlighted in the literature review) 

9. Limitations and future research (indicate the limitations of your research and highlight what topics 

future researchers should tackle and how) 

10.  Conclusion (briefly summarize research and draw conclusions from your research) 

11.  References (list all references you used, use proper citation standards throughout your thesis) 



Please be aware that a thesis represents a piece of scientific work. It will therefore not be sufficient to simply 

summarize literature or to present consultant-like solutions. You are expected to work with a critical 

perspective and in a reflective way considering existing research, and to find in-depth and substantial answers 

to your research questions. Also, please make sure that your thesis is written in proper English, following a 

cohesive and logical structure as well as commonly accepted citation standards. Not meeting these criteria will 

result in an extended evaluation period and will likely be reflected in your evaluation. 

 
If you lack experience in conducting research or writing a scientific paper, or still feel overwhelmed by the task 

of mastering a thesis project, we advise you to contact your program manager to clarify options for taking 

courses or seminars on academic research, quantitative and/or qualitative methods, and scientific writing. 

 
Many thanks and all the best for your thesis project! 
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Suggested websites 
 

Academy of Management –  Quick Referencing Guide 
 

Journal of International Business Studies - Style Guide 
 

The Online Writing Lab (OWL) at Purdue University 
 

Zotero - Referencing and Citation Tool 

http://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0LEVjOdoZBXXpwAVksnnIlQ;_ylu=X3oDMTEyMDUyOWJpBGNvbG8DYmYxBHBvcwMxBHZ0aWQDQjI0MDZfMQRzZWMDc3I-/RV=2/RE=1469125150/RO=10/RU=http%3a%2f%2fwww.lib.latrobe.edu.au%2freferencing-tool%2fdocs%2faom-journal-quick-referencing-guide.pdf/RK=0/RS=20mF06z4xsTWjKXXtgZ9aX85yhM-
http://static.springer.com/sgw/documents/1560273/application/pdf/JIBS+style+guide.pdf
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/2/
https://www.zotero.org/

